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A.L. Oppenheim, who wrote a masterful  study of the Reports.  also planned
an ed i t ion  o f  these tex ts .  Th is  was however  p revented  by  h is  un t ime ly  death .
In 1911 I  was entrusted with his transl i terat ions in order to produce such an
ed i t ion .  S ince  Oppenhe im had no t  fo reseen tha t  h is  mater ia ls  wou ld  have to
be used by  someone e lse ,  there  were  no  no tes  exp la in ing  the i r  o rg t rn iza t ion .
I t  turned out that his transl i terat ions were largely based on Campbel l  Thomp-
son 's  RMA.  A l though Oppenhe im had co l la ted  many passages i t  was  no t
evident to what extent he had done this.  When I  saw that the transl i terat ions
contained quite a number of errors ( for whatever reason),  I  retr l ized that I
wou ld  have to  compare  them s ign  by  s ign  w i th  the  or ig ina ls .  Th is  caused a
delay in my work on the project;  I  only began to return to i t  in earnest when
Simo Parpola asked me to contr ibute an edit ion of the Reports to the ser ies
SAA.  Dur ing  severa l  s tays  in  London I  comple te ly  co l la ted  a l l  the  Repor ts
kept there; the transl i terat ions in this book are therefore my own, and any
er rors  in  them are  my respons ib i l i t y  (and no t  Oppenhe im's ) .
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me wi th  two Repor ts  (Nv .  3  and Nv.  4 )  in  the  co l lec t ions  o f  the  Is tanbu l
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logical  Museum. W.G. Lambert drew my attent ion to two texts from the as
yet uncatalogued part  of  the Kuyunj ik col lect ion. The Academy of Finland
subs id ized severa l  co l la t ion  t r ips  to  the  Br i t i sh  Museum.  At  the  Br i t i sh
Museum I enjoyed the support  of  the staff  of  the Department of Western
As ia t i c  Ant iqu i t ies ,  espec ia l l y  o f  C .B.F .  Walker  and I .L .  F inke l .  A l lnew tex ts
from the Bri t ish Museum are edited here by kind permission of the Trustees
of the Bri t ish Museum. Several  col leagues helped me in the preparat ion of
th is  book .  E .  Re iner  en t rus ted  me w i th  the  mater ia ls  o f  the  la te  A .L .  Oppen-
heim. M. Gel ler and I .L.  Finkel col lated quite a number of di f f icul t  passages

on short  not ice. S. Parpola provided constant encouragement and numerous
improvements in readings and translat ions.

Th is  ed i t ion  is  ded ica ted  to  the  memory  o f  A .L .  Oppenhe im,  whose in -
spir ing approach to the study of Mesopotamia I  shal l  never forget.

Vienna, May 1992 Hermann Hunger
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INTRODUCTION

In  Anc ien t  Mesopotamia .  omens were  o f  impor tance fo r  the  l i ves  o f  k ings

as  we l l  as  o f  common peop le .  l t  was  be l ieved tha t  the  gods  send messages
announc ing  fu tu re  events .  These messages or  "s igns . "  as  they  were  ca l led ,
could come from very di f ferent sources. One looked for them in everyday

events  l i ke  the  behav io r  o f  an ima ls ,  o r  in  the  en t ra i l s  o f  sacr i f i ced  sheep,  o r

in the sky, be i t  the weather or the movements of the stars and planets. I f  a

remarkable event occurred short ly after such a sign, people assumed a con-

nect ion between them: the sign had been sent to announce the event that

fo l lowed i t .  Whenever  the  same s ign  occur red  aga in ,  i t  was  thought  to  p red ic t

the same event once more. From the early OB period on we have documents
wh ich  record  s igns  together  w i th  the  events  announced by  them.  As  t ime went

on, the signs and their  consequences were col lected and organized in a

sys temat ic  fash ion .  F ina l l y .  "handbooks"  on  c lay  tab le ts  were  compi led  so

tha t  one cou ld  look  up  a  s ign  wh ich  had been observed and f ind  what  i t

predicted. The events predicted were frequent ly considered of importance for

i t -r"  t  ing and the whole country,  al though omens could concern pr ivate

persons  too .
There were two types of s igns: those simply occurr ing without any human

act ion involved. and those provoked by the diviners in order to f ind an answer

to  a  spec i f i c  ques t ion .  The la t te r  most ly  used the  en t ra i l s  o f  sacr i f i ced  sheep

to f ind signs (ext ispicy);  but there are also omens based on the shapes of

smoke r is ing from an incense burner or of  oi l  poured on water.  The reports

and quer ies  o f  the  ex t isp icy  exper ts  (hAr f i )  a t  the  roya l  cour t  in  N inevehhave

been edited recent ly by I .  Starr ( in SAA 4),  and I  refer the reader to his book
for further information on this branch of omens.

Like other types of omens, celest ial  omens came to be organized into a

sys temat ic  co l lec t ion .  I t  i s  ca l led  Enuma Anu En l i l  f rom i ts  inc ip i t . t  l t

contained thousands of such omens, al l  in the pattern "I f  A occurred ( in the

sky),  then B wi l l  happen (on earth)."  The signs are derived from the moon'

the  sun,  the  p lanets  and s ta rs ,  and the  weather ,  in  th is  o rder .  The co l lec t ion

Enunta  Anu En l i l i s  on ly  par t ia l l y  p reserved. r  I t  had  found a  more  or  less  f ina l

fo rm by  the  7 th  century  B .C. r
I t  is an important aspect of Babylonian omens that the events announced

bv s isns  were  no t  cons idered inev i tab le  fa te .  Once an  imminent  danger  was
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recognized one could_try to avert  i t  by offer ing sacr i f ices to the god whose
anger was the cause of the approaching evi l .  and by performing cert i in r i tuals.
Th is  top ic  i s  f requent ly  found in  le t te rs  o f  omen. ip . . rc  to  the  Assyr ian  k ing . r
They  f i rs t  had to  es tab l i sh  whether  a  g iven s ign  d ic i  ac tua l l y  announce dang i r
l ' o r  t h e  k i n g .  a n d  r h e n  p r o p o s e  a c t i o n s  a p p i o p r i a t c  r n  p i " u . n r  r h c  d a n g e r .
These act ions of course neecled the approval of  the king.

I t  has been stated frequent ly that celest ial  div inat ion gained importance
on ly  re la t i ve ly  la te ; i  in  ear l ie r  t imes ex t isp icy  was c lear ly  dominant .  However
this statement needs to be qual i f ied: there is an essent i i t  d i f ference between
the two. Ext ispicy can be performed whenever i t  is needed; for omens from
the sky  one has  to  wa i t  un t i l  the  gods  send them.  Even then,  a  s rsn  in  the  skv
may permit  several  interpretat ions; ext ispicy can then be .onu""ni"nt ly usei
to decide among them. There is an example of such a case already from oB
Mar i . r ' In  the  f  ime o f  Sargon I I  we have a  passage in  h is  le t te r  to  thsgod A i5ur
about his eighth campaign where a celest ial  omen is checked and Jonf irmed
b y  m e a n s  o l  e x t i s p i c y . -

As  fa r  as  we know,  more  ex t isp icy  was pu t  in to  wr i t ing  in  ear ly  per iods
than ce les t ia l  d iv ina t ion ;  however ,  o ld  Baby lon ian  ec l ipsJomens have been
preserved. t
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REPORTS ON ON, lENS

Reports on Omens

Writ ten reports about ominous events are preserved already from the Old
Baby lon ian  per iod .  Most  o f  them re fer  to  ex t i sp icy ;  the  l i ver  mode ls  f rom
Mari  and othe r places belong to this group. ' )  Most of these early omen reports
have no comments by the reporter,  except for a summary statement whether
the  resu l t  o f  an  ex t isp icy  was fnvsrs f l s . r t r

The largest group of reports on omens comes from the royal archives in
N ineveh. r r  Dur ing  the  8 th  and 7 th  centur ies  B .C.  there  were  spec ia l i s ts  in
divinat ion employed by the Assyrian king who reported to him what they had
observed.  most ly  in  the  sky ,  and gave in te rpre ta t ions . ' r  To  jus t i f y  the i r
interprettr t ions they quoted from Enuntu Anu Enl i l  or other omen col lect ions.
ln a certain sense, then, these reports contain observat ions. The observers
se lec t  however  those observa t ions  wh ich  cou ld  be  in te rpre ted  as  omens. r l

O utw,ard Appearanc e oJ' Reports

The tablets cal led "Reports" can be recognized already by their  outward
appearance. They are comparat ively smal l ,  aboutthe same size as let ters,  and
most of them easi ly f i t  into the hand. In contrast to let ters they are inscr ibed
so that the l ines run paral lel  to the longest side of the tablet.  The size of
wri t ing can vary considerably;  whi le some contain only a few l ines of rather
la rge-s ized s igns ,  o thers  a re  wr i t ten  in  a  smal l  condensed scr ip t  in  o rder  to
accommodate a lar-ge amount of text.

There are other kinds of texts on tablets of the same appearance as the
Reports.  Certain legal documents belong to this type. Tablets of this shape
were therefore cal led u'  i l tu "binding" ( i .e.  legal document,  cf .  Parpola, LAS
I I  p .  65) .  and th is  te rm was a lso  app l ied  to  Repor ts .

Contents and Structure of Reports

The Reports contain text in two di f ferent "dialects":  quotat ions from
Enunta Anu Enl i l  and other standard omen col lect ions are in the Babylonian
l i te ra ry  d ia lec t  o f  the  I  s t  m i l lenn ium B.C. ,  the  res t  in  the  sender 's  own d ia lec t .
i .e .  e i ther  Neo-Assyr ian  or  Neo-Baby lon ian .  The wr i t ing  is ,  o f  course ,  e i ther
Assyrian or Babylonian throughout each text.
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According to their  subject matter.  the Reports can be subdivided into
severa l  -q roups .  By  fa r  the  la rges t  g roup is  those on  ce les t ia l  observa t ions .
There are a smal l  number of Reports on omens from abnormal bir ths \Sunttnrt
i :bu) :  f rom fo r tu i tous  cvents  ( .Sunt rna ,7 /a ) ;  and on  ausp ic ious  days  (hemero-
l o  s  i c s  ) .

Reports C oncerning C el e stial Omens

Celes t ia l  omen Repor ts  can conta in  the  fo l low ing  e lements :
I .  Quota t ions  f rom the  omen ser ies  Enumo Anu En l i l
I I .  Exp lanat ions  to  these omens,  bo th  to  the i r  p ro tases  and to  the i r  apodoses
I I I .  S ta tements  about  observa t ions ,  inc lud ing  occas iona l  p red ic t ions
IV.  Le t te r - l i ke  tex t ,  no t  a lways  re la ted  to  the  omens quoted
V.  Name o f  sender
VI .  Date

The f i rst  of  these elements. quotat ions from Enuma Anu Enl i l ,  is present in
almost al l  Reports.  In pr inciple.  no other information is required, s ince the
pro tas is  o f  a  ce les t ia l  omen a lways  imp l ies  an  observa t ion .  There  wou ld  seem
to  be  no  need to  exp l i c i t l y  repeat  what  was observed.  I t  i s  never the less
frequent ly done. and often the actual observat ion is quite di f ferent from the
protasis quoted from the omen series. Especial ly in cases where i t  is not
i rnmed ia te ly  ev ident  how the  event  descr ibed in  the  pro tas is  wou ld  have
appeared in the sky. explanat ions and a statement about what was actual ly
observed are  necessary .  Th is  in t roduc t ion  is  no t  the  p lace  to  d iscuss  thorough-
ly  the  methods  o f  in te rpre ta t ion  app l ied  by  the  scho lars ,  espec ia l l y  s ince  such
a discussion cannot be based on the Reports alone but would have to include
Enuma Anu En l i l i t se l f .  Ins tead,  I  w i l l  l im i t  myse l f  to  a  few remarks .

For  example ,  in  severa l  passages the  p lanet  Saturn  is  cons idered equ iva len t
w i th  the  sun,  and a lso  w i th  the  cons te l la t ion  o f  the  Sca les .  Th is  enab les  the
Mesopotamian scholars to replace one by the other in the appl icat ion of
certain omens to a given observat ion. Examples can be found in nos. 39 and
54J.11  But  Saturn  and the  Sca les  are  no t  the  on ly  ce les t ia l  bod ies  wh ich  can
be interchanged. Any planet can theoret ical ly be intended by omens speaking
of constel lat ions. Pert inent passages from dif ferent sources, including the
Repor ts ,  were  co l lec ted  by  C.  Bezo ld  in  F .  Bo l l ,  An t ike  Beobachtungen
.furbiger Sterne.r5 Bol l  found the explanat ion for these subst i tut ions, which
occur  a lso  in  Greek  as t ro log ica l  sources ,  in  the  co lo rs  a t t r ibu ted  to  p lanets  as
wel l  as  to  f i xed  s ta rs :  i f  a  p lanet  had the  same co lo r  as  a  f i xed  s ta r .  i t  cou ld
take the place of the other in the interpretat ion of omens.

There are many omens which speak of movements of f ixed stars relat ive
to each other in their  protases. I t  is unclear what these protases may have
or ig ina l l y  meant .  S imi la r ly ,  s ta rs  a re  sa id  to  assume d i f fe ren t  co lo rs .  Whi le
these changes in color can in part  be explained as atmospheric phenomena
when the stars are observed near the horizon,to they too are not taken l i teral ly
in  the  Repor ts .  The scho lars  cons idered the  names o f  cons te l la t ions  in  such
cases  to  be  subs t i tu te  names fo r  p lanets ,  as  exp la ined above.  In  th is  way
predict ions could be derived from otherwise ununderstandable omens. I t  also
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increased the number of omens appl icable to a given observat ion. So whi le
the  scho lars  used Enuma Anu Er t l i l as  an  au thor i ta t i ve  source ,  they  s t i l l  t r ied
to  adapt  i t  to  the i r  s i tua t ion  and to  f ind  new mean ings  in  i t .  Th is  endeavor  i s
documented not only in the Reports,  but also in annotated exemplars of
E n i l m o  A n u  E n l i l . t t

Another explanat ion considers the "gaining of radiance" by f ixed stars to
m e a n  t h a t  V e n u s  s t a n d s  n e x t  t o  t h e s e  s t a r s  ( n o s . 5 1 ,  1 8 5 , 2 5 5 ) .  S i m i l a r l y ,
Mercury is the explanat ion for an omen supposing that f ixed stars are "black"

(no .  146) .  Many more  subs t i tu t ions  are  l i s ted  in  Gc issmann P lanetar ium.
Explanatory sentences of the kind described above are ident i f ied by the

part ic le -mo at their  end (represented in the translat ions of this book by a dash
- preceding the sentence).  Sometimes they are introduced by ia or they
include the phrase ia iqbf i  "what i t  says" ( i .e.  in a commentary text) .

Whi le Enuma Anu Enl i l  is the usual source from which the senders of
Reports quote celest ial  omens, sometimes an omen is cal led "extraneous,"

i .e.  not f rom the ser ies.t i  Once there is a reference to what seems to be an oral
t rad i t ion  among scho lars  (no .  158 r .4 ) . tc

There are also Reports which contain observat ions only,  without quotat ions
trom Eni lnta Anu Enl i l ,  and therefore without interpretat ion or announcement
of future events. Most of them are by Nab0'a of Assur,  but other senders are
attested too.:0 Whether these Reports were later complemented with omens
by o ther  scho la rs  i s  no t  known.

In contrast to the let ters coming from the same royal archives, Reports
normal ly do not contain any introductory address to the king. They immedi-
ately start  with their  subject matter by quot ing omens pert inent to an obser-
vat ion that has been made. Occasional ly,  however,  the senders add a let ter-
l ike passage to their  reports which is not related to the observat ions. They
seize the opportunity that they have an important message for the king to
approach him with some complaint or request.  Examples range from smal l
favors (request for a donkey to r ide on, no. 244) to long complaints about
dangers  to  the  l i fe  o f  the  sender  (no .414) .  As  no ted  by  Oppenhe im, : r  a lmost
al l  complaints come from Babylonian scholars who probably had no other
way of approaching the king.

On the other hand, the senders sometimes present proposals for act ion to
be taken by the king because of the omens reported. Whether such proposals
are  made seems to  depend on  the  pos i t ion  o f  the  senders :  some (e .g . ,  I ssar -
Sumu-erei)  are indeed counselors who can dare to add their  advice to their
observat ions and quotat ions from Enfima Anu Enl i l  j :  whi le others just quote
the pert inent omens, from which one can conclude what the observat ions
might have been. This lat ter procedure is more common with those observers
who l ive far away from the king more correct ly with Babylonian rather
than Assyrian wri ters.  I t  may be due to the fact that they did not have access
to the king personal ly and did not dare to submit their  opinions to him.

Among the personal remarks the scholars sometimes refer to their  col-
leagues.  In  no .83 ,  Ba las i  te l l s  the  k ing  o f  a  d ispu te  be tween Issar -5umu-ere i
and Nab0-ahhe-er iba  wh ich  was reso lved by  observa t ion .  Somet imes the
sender ant ic ipates that a col league might be of a di f ferent opinion as to which
omen should be quoted as the appropriate interpretat ion of some obse rvat ion.
and t r ies  to  g ive  prevent ive  arguments  in  h is  remarks  to  the  k ing . : '

XVII



S T A ' I  E  A R C H I V E S  o F  A S S Y R I , . \  \ ' I I I

.  Apart  f rom such personal information, some Reports contain blessings for
the  k ing .  The scho lars  Nab0 'a  and A iaredu ( the  younger )  f requent ly  add such
b less ings  to  the  or rens  repor ted .  Nab0 'a  p re fe rs  the  io rmula : .May Nab0 and
Marduk  b less  rhe  k ing  my lo rd l " ;  ASaredu 's  s tandard  sentence rs . .May the
lord of k in-es be everla,st ing." A more elaborate and varied blessing is fbund
i n  t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  N a b 0 - i q b i  ( e . g . ,  n o s .  4 2  r , 4 2 2 , 4 2 9 1 ,  a n d  o c c a s i o i a i l y  w i t h
o ther  wr i te rs  as  we l l  (no .  471,  f rom Be l_u iez ib ) .

The major i t y  o f  Repor ts  a re  "s igned, "  i .e .  the  name o f  the  sender  i s  g iven
at the end of the rext.r ' r  Sometimes a f i l iat ion or an epithet is added to the
name to  make ident i f i ca t ion  cer ta in .  S ince  the  observer .s  were  ev ident ly  keen
to offer their  services and hoped to benef i t  f rom providing the king with
favorable omens (or from warning him of dan-gers),  i t  is suipr is ing t"o nore
that qui te a number of reports were never sigied. l t  is not c lear from the
conten ts  o f  these uns igned Repor ts  whether  they  had any th ing  in  commo'
tha t  cou ld  exp la in  th is  pecu l ia r i t y .  I t  has  to  be  assumed tha t  t f ,e  ident i t y  o f
the  sender  was known to  the  k ing  by  the  c i rcumstances  o f  the  de l i ve iy . , .
Except iona l l y  a  Repor t  i s  sen t  by  two persons  (no .  1 i6 ) ;  there  are  a lso
dup l ica t ing  Repor ts  (and le t te rs )  sen t  by  Baras i  an t l  Nab0-ahhe-er iba . :n
.  very few Reports contain a date. I t  seems that this was not considered
important:  s imi lar ly,  let ters are rarely dated. probably reports were sent and
brought  ro  rhe  ar ren t ion  o f  the  k ing  a i  qu ick ly  u t  por r ib l " .  Note  however  rhar
no .  42  may have been da ted  because i t  con ta ins  a  p red ic t ion .

Reports otr Other Matters

. ] .  A  few Repor ts  concern  abnormal  b i r ths .  Most  o f  them were  a l reac ly
ed i ted  by  E.  Le ich ty . : r  91  the  few such Repor ts  p reserved,  onry  t *o  * . r "
signed by their  senders (no. 287, from Nergal-et i r .  incl  no.240,name unread-
ab le ) .  L ike  ce les t ia l  observa t ions .  the  observed mal fo rmed b i r ths  were  in te r -
p re ted  by  quot ing  f rom a  co l lec t ion  o f  per t rnent  omens ca l led  Suntma i : :bu .
In several  cases, the omens quoted in the Reports can be ident i f ie din Suntma
i :bu .

.  2 .  Two repor ts  (nos .237 and243)  conta in  omens f rom an imal  behav io r  o f
the  type  co l lec ted  i r r  the  ser ies  Sumnta  a lu .The an imals  observed are  fa lcons
and snakes .

3 .  Quota t ions  f rom hemero log ies  are  inser ted  in  severa l  Repor ts  on  ce les_
t i a l  o b s e r v a r i o n s  ( n o s . 2 6 9 , 3 7 1 ,  a n d  3 7 g ) .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  a  n u m b e r  o f
Assyr ian  tab le ts  in  the-shape o f  Repor ts  en t i re ly  cons is t ing  o f  such hemero_
logy  excerp ts : r i  no .  162 ( f rom Adad- iumu-usur ) .  no .  164 ( f iom ASSur -nas i r ) .
and nos .  231-231.
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P redit'tions of' C el e stial P henctnte na

From a  number  o f  Repor ts ,  and espec ia l l y  f rom some le t te rs , :q  i t  i s  ev ident
that the scholars tr ied to foresee certain signs. Frequent ly,  the date of the new
rroon or ful l  moon is predicted, especial ly i f  the apodosis of the pert inent
omen is  a  favorab le  one.  Lunar  ec l ipses  are  a lso  an  ob jec t  o f  p red ic t ion .  The
non-occurrence of an ecl ipse is predicted in nos. 42, 61 ,  81 ,  321 .  3,14, and
- 1 4 7 .  P r e d i c t e d  e c l i p s e s  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  n o s . 2 5 0 , 2 5 1 , 3 2 0 . 3 8 8 , 4 8 7 ,  a n d
-502.  S ince  most  omens der ived  f rom ec l ipses  were  un favorab le ,  a  success fu l
p red ic t ion  wou ld  g ive  the  scho lars  and the  k ing  more  t ime to  p repare  ac t ions
against an approaching danger.  I t  would also enhance the prest i -ee of the
scho lar  who made the  pred ic t ion .  To  us  i t  wou ld  seem tha t  a  s ign  wh ich  can
be predicted is not sui table any more to convey a me ssage freely given by the
gods. The att i tude of the scholars report ing to the Assyrian king seems to have
been di f ferent.  Al though they tr ied to foresee when something ominous would
occur  in  the  sky ,  they  never the less  cons idered i t  an  omen and gave adv ice  to
the  k ing  about  what  shou ld  be  done.  somet imes even be fore  the  s ign  had
actua l l y  been observed. r , '

I t  is not evident from the Reports how these predict ions were arr ived at.  I t
seems that they were made only a few days in advance of the expected
e c  I  i p s e . : r

A  good i l lus t ra t ion  about  the  pred ic t ion  o f  ec l ipses  and i t s  l im i ta t ions  is
found in  the  Baby lon ian  le t te r  ABL 477 (sender 's  name los t ) :  the  k ing  had
demanded a  de f in i te  s ta tement  whether  a  so la r  ec l ipse  wou ld  occur  o r  no t .
The au thor  o f  the  le t te r  exp la ins  tha t  so la r  ec l ipses  are  no t  in  the  same way
predictable as lunar ones, and that he wi l l  not be able to f ind i t  out in the case
under  d iscuss ion . r :  He even goes  on  to  suggest  tha t  the  k ing  who happens to
be " in the f ie ld" and thereby in a better posi t ion to make observat ions should
look  fo r  h imse l f  whether  an  ec l ipse  w i l l  ac tua l l y  take  p lace .

In no. 246, a r is ing of Venus is predicted for the same month to take place
in  the  cons te l la t ion  o f  Leo.  S ince  no  prec ise  da te  i s  g iven ,  th is  cannot  rea l l y
be  ca l led  a  p red ic t ion  in  the  usua l  sense;  anyone fami l ia r  w i th  p lanetary
phases  wou ld  have been ab le  to  make i t .
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The Senders of the RePorts

There are 14 Assyrian and 30 Babylonian scholars whose names appear as

senders in the Reports (not count ing broken names which cannot be restored) '

The number of Bibylonians may have to be reduced i f  i t  turns out that Jabiya
is  ident ica l  w i th  Tab-S i l l i -Marduk , r lo r  tha t  two o f  the  th ree  persons  ca l led

Ra5 i l  a re  on ly  one.
From some of the scholars who appear as senders of Reports we have also

le t te rs .  The fo l low ing  scr ibes  are  documented by  le t te rs :
Assvr ians :  Adad-5umu-usur ,  Akku l lanu,  Ba las i ,  I ssar - iumu-eres ,N a b 0 ' a .

Nab0-ahhe-er iba ,  Urad-Ea.
Baby lon ians :  AhheSa.  Ap laya ,  ASaredu,  Be l -na5 i r .  Be l -u5ez ib ,  Munnab i tu ,

Nab0- iqb i .  Nerga l -e t i r ,  Ra( i l .  Suma- idd in ,  Zak i r .

Whi le there are many let ters from the Assyrian scr ibes l isted above' only

a  few by  the i r  Baby lon ian  co l leagues have been preserved, r :  and even these

do rarely refer to celest ial  observat ions. The orthographic or other dist inct ive

features of the Assyrian scr ibes were l isted in LAS II  Appe ndix M5 and M6'

The Reports agree with these features as far as they are wri t ten in the NA

dialect l  the quotat ions from Enunta Anu Enl i l  are in SB and therefore wri t ten

in a tradi t ional orthography which has l i t t le room for scr ibal  pecul iar i t ies.

The le t te rs  p rov ide  we lcome i l lus t ra t ion  fo r  the  Repor ts .  In  the  le t te rs '

omens are explained and act ions proposedl the Reports usual ly just state the

bare omens. iometimes with a few words on reading or interpretat ion. The

re la t ion  be tween the  k ing  anc l  h is  scho la rs ,  as  i t  was  descr ibed in  LAS I I  p '

XIVff .  could not have been found from the Reports alone'

Distribution inTime

Of the  l2 l  da tab le  Repor ts .  115 were  wr i t ten  in  the  years  -679 to  -665.

There  is  a  s ing le  Repor t  f rom the  8 th  century  (no .50 l  f rom -708) ;  one can

be da ted  to  -663,  th r ie  to  -656.  and one poss ib ly  to  -648.  The d is t r ibu t ion  is

therefore analogous to that of  the let ters in the LAS corpus; the highest

number of Repolts occurs in the same year as the highest number of let ters '

For  the  years  -674 to  -611,  there  seem to  be  re la t i ve ly  mo le  Repor ts  than

letters.  The Reports include texts from Babylonia, which may account for the

sl ight ly clr f ferent distr ibut ion. In any case the proport ion of datable Reports
(about  one f i f th  o f  the  corpus)  i s  too  smal l  to  a l low re l iab le  conc lus ions '
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TABLE I. Senders of Omen Reports

Asst ' r ian scnders

Adad-5umu-usur
Akku l l anu
A i i u r -nas i r
Ai  iur - iar rani
Ai iur- (un-ru- idd ina
Ba las i
Bamaya
Bu l l u tn
ls  sar-  ium u-  ere 5
Nab0 'a
Nab0-ahhe-er iba
Nabi . i -muies i
Sumaya
Urad-Ea

Babt ' lon ian senders

AhheSA
Aplaya
Aiaredu the o lder
Aiaredu the younger
Be l -ahhe -e r i ba
B e l - l e ' i
Be l -nas i r
Be l -5uma- i i kun
Be l -upahh i r
Be l -u ia l l im
Be l -u  i ez ib
M arduk-  iuma-usur
Munnab i tu
Nab0-ahhe- iddin
Nabir - iqb i
Nabi i - iq i ia
Nab0-5uma- i ( kun
Nab0-e r i ba
Nacl inu
Nergal -et i r
RaS i l  t he  o lde r
Ra i i l  son  o f  Nu rzanu
R a i i l
Rimutu
Sapr  Ku
Sumaya
Suma- idd in
Jabiya
Tab- s i l l  i -Marduk
Zaki r

Nuntber t l l  reports

Nuntber o.f reporfs

l 3
r 3
2t)
2
6
1
3
I
I
I
I
1
1

2 1
t 2
l l
I
3

41
2 2
6
1
2
1
2
I
6

4
l 6 r 5

1
r 3
I
2
I

20
1

l 3
3 8
l 1
4 l
t 1
6
3
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Distribution of'Senders Around the Cotrntrv

Reports were sent from many places in Assyr ia and Babylonia to the
cap i ta l . :n  In  th is  way cond i t ions  un favorab le  fo r  observa t ion  cou ld  be  over -
come:  i f  observa t ion  was imposs ib le  in  N ineveh because o f  c louds ,  i t  may
have been per fo rmed success fu l l y  somewhere  e lse .  In  a  le t te r  o f  Be l -u5ez ib
(RMA 214) i t  is taken for granted that an ecl ipse not observable in Nineveh
wi l l  have been seen a t  some o therobserv ing  pos t ,  and the  fo l low ing  c i t ies  a re
enumera ted  where  one shou ld  ask  fo r  in fo rmat ion :  Assur ,  Baby lon ,  N ippur ,
Uruk .  and Bors ippa.  In  these a t  leas t  rhe  wr i te r  o f  RMA 274 expec ted
observat ion to have taken place. Results of observat ion were exchangecl by
means o f  messengers :  no .  3  r .  l f f  i s  an  example  o f  such a  case.

Some senders  o f  Repor ts  g ive  the i r  p lace  o f  o r ig in  a f te r  the i r  name a t  the
end o f  the  tex t ;  wh i le  th is  i s  no t  necessar i l y  the  p lace  a t  wh ich  they  observed.
i t  i s  the  most  l i ke ly  p lace .  In  connect ion  w i th  the  names,  the  c i t ies  o f  Assur .
Uruk .  Bors ippa,  D i lba t  and cu tha  are  ment ioned.  A  thorough inves t isa t ion
o l  the  p laces  I ' rom wh ich  Repor rs  were  sen l  can  be  I 'ound in  oppenh-e im ' ,
art ic le.-r :  From this i t  appears that Reports were also sent from Babylon.
a l though none o f  the  repor te rs  i s  exp l i c i t l y  ca l led  " f rom Baby lon"  in  h is
n a m e . r i

we do no t  know how the  Repor ts  were  brought  to  N ineveh t rom these o ther
c i t ies ,  bu t  i t  cer ta in ly  was done qu ick ly ,  so  tha t  ac t ions  aga ins t  c langerous
omens could be perforrned without delay.

TABLE t t .  Dis t r ibut ion of  Reports  in  T ime

lVunrber 0.1 Rep0rtsDate

-708
-61 9
-61 8
-677
-616
-615
-611
-613
-612
-67 |
-610
-669
-668
-661
-666
-66.s
-663
-6-s6
-64u

I
2
3
1
4
3

l 4
1
9

l l
4

l 0
l 9
,5

t 1
6
I
3
I
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On the Present Edition

The Order of'Te,rts inThis Edition

The Reports are arranged in this book as fol lows: f i rst  the Assyrian, then
the Babylonian texts.  Within these two parts,  Reports of the same sender are
kept together:  those which cannot be assigned to a sender appear at the end
of  each par t ,  sor ted  by  da te ,  i f  poss ib le ,  and then by  sub iec t  mat te r .  The
senders are arranged approximately in chronological  sequence, based on their
dated reports and on information found in their  let ters.  i f  avai lable.rq Within
the  doss ie r  o f  each sender ,  da ted  tex ts  come f i rs t ;  the  remainder  i s  sor ted  by
sub jec t  mat te r .  The sub jec ts  w i l l  be  in  the  same sequence as  in  Enunru  Anu
En111:  Moon (beg inn ing  o f  month ,  midd le  o f  month .  ha lo .  ec l ipses) ;  sun ;
p lanets :  f i xed  s ta rs ;  weather ;  ear thquakes .  Repor ts  on  o ther  toprcs  (ausp ic ious
days ,  b i r ths .  fo r tu i tous  events )  w i l l  come a t  the  end.

I t  could be argued that arrangement by subject matter.  as i t  was done by
Carnpbe l l  Thompson in  RMA,  i s  imposs ib le  because many tex ts  dea l  w i th
more  than one sub jec t .  However ,  th is  ob iec t ion  is  less  conv inc ing  i f  an
arrangement by subject matter is appl ied only after the texts have been
grouped f i rs t  accord ing  to  senders .  Wi th in  the  re la t i ve ly  smal l  dossrers  i t  i s
easy  to  ach ieve  a  top ica l  o rder ing ,  and in  any  case a  reader  can qu ick ly  ge t
an  impress ion  o f  the  conten ts  o f  each doss ie r  even i f  the  ar rangement  i s  no t
ent irely consistent.  An arrangement by date can be used only for about 20c/c
of the mater ial ;  arrangement by museum number is completely arbi trary.

Terts Included and Excluded

Most  o f  the  tex ts  ed i ted  here  were  conta ined in  Campbe l l  Thompson 's
RMA.'r t  A number of unpubl ished tablets,  most of them ident i f ied by A. L.
Oppenheim, are edited here for the f i rst  t ime. Many senders of Reports have
a lso  wr i t ten  le t te rs  to  the  Assyr ian  k ing .  These le t te rs  have been exc luded
frorn this edit ion, even i f  they concern matters of celest ial  observat ion. The
letters from Assyrian scholars are edited in Parpola, LAS; let ters from
Baby lon ian  scho lars  w i l l  be  inc luded in  a  fu tu re  vo lu rne  o f  the  ser ies  SAA.
For  th is  reason,  a  few o l the  tex ts  pub l i shed in  RMA are  no t  re -ed i ted  here .

Because o f  the  fo rmat  o f  the  SAA ser ies ,  photos  or  cop ies  o f  a l l  the  tex ts
cou ld  no t  be  prov ided;  in  any  case.  p roduc t ion  o f  cop ies  wou ld  no t  have been
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poss ib le  w i th in  a  reasonab le  t ime,  and photos  o f  more  than 560 tab le ts  wou ld
have made the book far too expensive. However,  photos of most of the
unpubl ished texts (omit t ing those which presented no problems of reading or
were insignif icant) and one copy of a badly preserved text are included.

Trartsliterations

The t rans l i te ra t ions ,  addressed to  the  spec ia l i s t ,  render  the  tex t  o f  the
or ig ina ls  in  roman charac ters  accord ing  to  s tandard  Assyr io log ica l  conven-
t ions and the pr inciples out l ined in the Editor ial  Manual.  Every effort  has
been taken to  make them as  accura te  as  humanly  poss ib le .  A l l  the  tex ts  ed i ted
have been col lated by the editor,  some also by competent col leagues.

Results of col lat ion are indicated with exclamation marks. Single exclama-
t ion marks indicate correct ions to publ ished copies, double exclamation
marks, scr ibal  errors. Quest ion marks indicate uncertain or quest ionable
readings. Broken port ions of the text and al l  restorat ions are enclosed within
square brackets. Parentheses enclose i tems omit ted by ancient scr ibes.

Trartslat ions

The translat ions seek to render the meaning and tenor of the texts as
accurately as possible in readable, contemporary Engl ish. In the interest of
clar i ty,  the l ine structure of the or iginals has not been retained in the transla-
t ion but the text has been rearranged into logical ly coherent paragraphs.

Uncertain or conjectural  t ranslat ions are indicated by i tal ics.  Interpretat ive
addit ions to the translat ion are enclosed within parentheses. Al l  restorat ions
are enclosed within square brackets. Untranslatable passages are represented
by  do ts .

Month names are rendered by their  Hebrew equivalents, fol lowed by a
Roman numeral ( in parentheses) indicat ing the place of the month within the
lunar year.  Personal,  div ine or geographical  names are rendered by Engl ish
or  B ib l i ca l  equ iva len ts  i f  a  we l l  es tab l i shed equ iva len t  ex is ts  (e .g . ,  Esarhad-
don,  N ineveh) ;  o therw ise .  they  are  g iven in  t ranscr ip t ion  wr th  length  marks
de le ted .

Critical Apparatus

The pr imary purpose of the cr i t ical  apparatus is to support  the readings and
translat ions contained in the edit ion, and i t  consists largely of references to
co l la t ions  o f  ques t ionab le  passages and to  para l le ls  in  the  omen l i te ra tu re
which are used for restorat ions. Col lat ions given in copy at the end of the
volume are referred to br ief lv as "see col l ."
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The cr i t ical  apparatus does contain some information relevant to the inter-
pfetat ion of the texts,  but i t  is not a commentary. Comments are kept to a
nt inimum, and are mainly devoted to problems in the text.  The histor ical  and
r\ tronomical information contained in the texts is general ly not commented
upon.  except  occas iona l l y  fo r  es tab l i sh ing  a  da te .

Glossary and Indices

The glossary and indices, electronical ly generated, fol low the pattern of
the previous volumes. Note that in contrast to the two basic dict ionaries,
r  erbal adject ives are for technical  reasons l isted under the corresponding
verbs, with appropriate cross-references. Scr ibal  glosses are dist inguished
from other glossary entr ies by "g" appended to the source reference. The
glossary and other indices were prepared by S. Parpola and thoroughly
checked by the edrtor.
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NOTES

I  Fo t  sou rces '  see  HK^L  I I I  9 l :  n ruch  o f i t  i s  pub l i shed  i n  ACrh :  some  ma te r i a r  conce rn i ng  s ta r s  and  p rane rs  u ,as
i 'B':,$il,i,,l;ll?,i1,1..?;:i:il;fi ';rtir?,|*if: thc iunar ..rip," "."",'ilere edired by F. Rochberg-Hairon in

-  t s o r a n o v e f v r c w s e e E  W e i d n e r . " D i e a s t r o l o g i s c h e S e r i e E n u m a A n u E n l i l . " A f o  
l 1 ( l g 1 l l 1 4 ) l 7 2 f f  a n c t 3 0 u f f .Aro r7 ( tes1/6\ T rrr .  Afq.?? lrsag/eio- irr , ' , ; " i i , , ,  R;;b; , ;_r i" i i " , , . ,a i t5 p. s ir .r Cf. Weidner. AfO I,+ txt t , , , :  Ji i . , :g"" lr ; ' ; . , ; : ; ."r.I  E d i t e e l  i r r  p r r r p o l l .  f  q 5 .

5  E . -e . .  W .  von  Soden .  E i , r t f l i . l t r un ,g  t n  t l i e  A l t o r i e r t t u t i s t i k . . p  l 19 ;A .  L .  Oppenhe in t .  Cen rau rus  1 .1  (  1969 )  l l . + f .I S;."rTX,i i-lll,i;ii;ii;-'; 
"";l -M o,,'ona in rnM joii ;i,'-8i'';,,; p :+85rr

"  S c e  F .  R o . h b e r . r : - H r l r o n .  A B C D  l e t l .

.tli^ri:i:ilt,il;l:,:"i:f;];:;ii:lltil'i"jl;i iiigii:'"' 
rcs 2r 2rerr: F R Kraus rcS 37 ,27rr: parpora

il'l lli'l?'1?,','Jr.li:iu!lT'l:) iil.i',-:i'illl';i"il"i;,'i,il '+T:;n',::,,*,;,',[i,T:,i;:i,::,ll?,.1,j,j 
,,, ,n.,.c t r l t u r a l c o n t e x t b v A  L  o p p e n h e i m . " D i v i n a t i . r r . n d c e . r c r r i r i o t r " " , r u i i , i " ' i " r i " L " r t A s s v r i a n E n r p i r e . , . C e n r a u r u s

l '+ ( 1969) 9z-t3-s'  His "t t i1 ' l^""tr i"1; * i ,h "tr i ; ; ; ; ; ;ottne repo,.ts *, ir i . i ,  rr" ' , ," i 'aircusseir in this int ioductirn. Larer::fqJil!;l,i'il"ii:.il1'i;;"J'i';*:iT,I.n''3' i;;ili;'i:J6il#;Ji;i'c.nt"u-i riirqoqi-izi',"a",,"
.tr 'r.fr:"1xi':["iJl l]. l l 'o""0-'t.s 

tro'r ' t i 'e Nineri.h ar.hiu"r. uhich are the sub.iect of this book. wiit hereal.ter be
l r  l t  is  hard to c lecidt : : . l t : l : l ;g luotet l  only.rho-se omens which sui tecr  thern;  in anv case,  the possib i r i rv  or .de l iberate suppression of  onens was foreseen (sec LAS-l l  p.  s i r i  i r r i ,  p, . t r i . " l " , , - " 'hr" .  been-rhc re ison fbr  e,nproyingseveral  experts in d i f lcrent  c i t ies.  S- : ,  i i " r r " ' i "# i ; . ; , ' ; ; i i ' ru i ; ,1; ; ; . " j id ; ' i i " r ,  argued rhar rhe main purposc orAshu rban ipa l ' s  sc r i ba l  ec l uca t i . n  una  r t i r l " i e t . " i i " . - t i " g  " i t ab re l s  was  t o  con t ro r  t he  d i v i ne rs .t +  Fu r t he r  d i scuss ion  an t l " r e l i , r ences .  i "  e r . p " f r . ' i eS  I I  p .  342 f .
1; {3lJf i,1?ru;:3:';f4,1:;;i;il '14;'i.;;:;i,ir,",,.ht,it,,, 

-1,hit.t unttttist. Ktus;e.xxx/r. Mrinchen rer6
I  8 . g . .  ACh  S in  l :  c f .  Re inc r  and  p i ng ree .  BpO I  p .201 .I t  Cf .  no.  1.17 r .  -5 and l r .
. '  Scc  S  J .  L i cbe rn tan .  Fc . r r c . h r . i  l t  Vu r l r r r  p .  . 117 .

'"rli;i;"T'iX';lliT"':iT #?"Ji; fltrlii!;'i';i'" c]e.taurus r'+ ( re6e) r05r 1i,r a risr or rhese re xrs: rhose nor
l l  C c n l r u r r r s  l - +  {  l ( , h q  I  I  l h .
- r  Th i s  i s  r ) h \  i ou \  l l . on t  t he  l e t t e r s  o f  t hese  n ren  ed i t ed  i n  LAS .l r  No  l 0 l l  f o r  o the r  r e te renc ' es  sec  oppen t re i r n . - i . n , " r r u ,  1 . 1  |  l u .  and  pa rpo la .  t -AS  65 f  w i t h  commen ta r rl l  Except ions:  no.  46-r  ancr .16,r .  whicd i r r " .  r ,  [ i " , r  " t  postscrpt  ar ier  the sender.s name.

,,,,; i ,#il*l"t"adavs 
is it possible r., iartt irv-"..t. ' l  ,,t i .r : i  o.i-."irrl irg"iri i" i i irar-sumu-erei on rhe basis ol hrs:o cf .  LAs I I  p .  3u.

. ,  ! ;  
L^" i . :h l r ,  l . l t t  t  )nt t , r t  Ser ies iunt , r ,u r :Dir  (TCS . t t .

, . .  l t . s . J .  L t c b e r r ) t i l n .  F c s t s t . h r i l t  M u r f l n .  p .  l l l  1 . 1 . .
.)1 -E g !4s 4t ancl 63. c1'. parpota.s aii..ulir i i ,], ' tn r_as rr.' { r  \ o .  I 7 5 .  r r r t l  c l .  L A S  l x 5  * i r h . n m , n " , i r , , ^  

'  " '

u;n"[lJ';t1i"] if l  i ! l , i i i i j :" 
d'1' r '"t i ' ' :e the pore't ial eclipse dare. For possrble nreans of predicting. see

- r l  Sec  a l so  Pa rpo la .  LAS  I I  on  no .  . l l  r .  l f f ."  A , \  pn ' n ' ) \ ! . ( l  h r  \ .  L .  Oppenhe i r r ,  Cen tau rus  l , l  103 .-  I n e  n L i l l l t l c r \  r r h r r r c  a r c . b i r . c t l , , , r l )  , , n  t h c  r c p o r t .  c d i t e , l  i n  t h i .  h , , , , k .  A  l i , l  Ican be t i runcl  in LAS Appendix M - l :  a t i "  , " . . ln i i i i , ,un. t  , "pnrt .  r rave ro be " . ra"ol iJrXt ] 'pt is ing 
let tcrs aar l  reports

r i  w i r h r h e c \ c c p r i ( ) n ' o f  B c l  u i e z i b . s e " M . " ; l ; , . i ; h , w o ' + : : : i i ; , ; ; L . L ; ; ; " " c h i . s A A B 3 ( l 9 t i 9 ) 9 9 _ l r . + .1{' Jhis ruct ur\ dj\cusscd... i. i ,t:"1r" *pi;""ri;;;:;1.*a. u."-opp."j i" i;.?J;l;"r"s.l.r 122r1. He assumes. e.g..
i i i l t ff i , i l  

the Reports containin-q obser'ations n'ithout onens were intended for estabiishing the beginning or rne
. l l  Centaurus l :+ I  0 l  f f  .

t t " : )  | ; "1;Jt ; , ] . 'er  
that  Bel-u iezib secnrs to have l ived in Nineveh. see F.  M. Fates and G. B.  Lanlranc hi .  Lusr ut t t t1 '  c t  L A S  l l  A p p c r r d i . c r  I  r n r l  J ., "  l - o r , ) t h c r  p u h l i r ' r t i o n . .  . e c  t h c  I r r t l i c c s .
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AtsBREVIATIO\S AND SY\ {BOI -S

Abbreviations and Symbols

B ib li o grap hi c a I Abbrev i ation s

\BCD F. Rochberg-Halton, Aspects o. l '  Babl ' lonian Celest ial  Dit ' inat ictrr
(A fO Be ihe f t  22 ,  Horn  1989)

\BL R. F. Harper,  Ass\r ian and Babylonian Letters (London and Chicago
1 8 9 2 - 1 9 1 4 )

\Ch Ch. Virol le aud, L '  astrolos, ie chaldtenne (Paris 1907 -1912)

\ fO Archiv f i i r  Orientforschung
\Hw.  W.  von Soden,  Akkod isches  Handv,dr te rbuch (Wiesbaden 1957-81)
\O tab le ts  in  the  co l lec t ions  o f  the  Mus6e du  Louvre
\OAT Alter Orient und Altes Testament
\RM Arch ives  Roya les  de  Mar i
\S  Assyr io log ica l  S tud ies
BA Be i t rage zur  Assyr io log ie
BAM F. Kdcher,  Die babl- lot t isch-ass1-r ' isr :he Medizin in Te-rten und U nter-

suchLrngen (Ber l in  1  963- )
BM tab le ts  in  the  co l lec t ions  o f  the  Br i t i sh  Museum
BOR Baby lon ian  and Or ien ta l  Record
BPO E. Reiner and D. Pingree, Bab.vlonian Planetar l  Ontens (Mal ibu

1915_)
BSGW Berichte der St ichsichen Gesel lschaft  der Wissenschaften
Bu tab le ts  in  the  co l lec t ions  o f  the  Br i t i sh  Museum
CAD The Assyrian Dict ionary of the Oriental  Inst i tute of the Universi ty of

Ch icago (Ch icago 1956- )
Cat.  C. Bezold, Catalogue of the Cuneifornt Tablets in the Kotr l 'uni ik

Co l lec t ion  I -V  (London 1889-  1899)
Choix A. Boissier,  Choi.r  des tertes relat i . fs c) lct  div inat ion assl ;ro-bub,vlo-

n ienne I - I I  (Gendve 190-5-19)
CRRAI Rencontre assyr iologique internat ionale, comptes rendus
CT Cuneiform Texts from Babylonian Tablets in the Bri t ish Museum
DT tab le ts  in  the  co l lec t ions  o f  the  Br i t i sh  Museum
EAE Enuma Anu Enl i l
Fes tschr i f t  T .  Abusch,  J .  Huehnergard  and P io t r  S te inke l le r  (eds . ) ,  L inger i t rg

Moran Ot,er Words. Srudies in Ancient Near Eastern Li terature in Hortor ol
Wil l iam L. Morart  (At lanta 1990)

Gcissmann P. Gcissmann, Planetat ' iLrnt Babt, lonicunt (Sumerisches Lexikon 4/2,
P lanetar ium Rome 1950)
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HKL
JCS
K i
Labat

Calendrier
Lambert-

Mi l lard
Atra-hasis

LAS

M6langes
Garel l i

MUL.APIN

N v .
Or .
P inches T. G. Pinches,Terts in t l teBabylonian Wedge-Wrir ing (London I  8g2)

Wedge-wr i t ing
Proceedings of the Society of Bibl ical  Archaeology
Revue d 'Assyr io log ie
tablets in the col lect ions of the Bri t ish Museum
R. c.  Thompson, r le Reports of the Magicians and Astrorogers o.I
Nineyeh and Babylon l- I I  (London 1900)

SAA State Archives of Assyr ia
SAAB Sta te  Arch ives  o f  Assyr ia  Bu l le t in
Sm tab le ts  in  the  co l lec ions  o f  the  Br i t i sh  Museum
Starr Rituals I .  Starr,  The Rituals of the Diviner (Bibl iotheca Mesopotamica 12,

M a l i b u  1 9 8 3 )
Textes cundiformes du Louvre
Vorderasiat ische Bibl iothek (Leipzig)
E. weidner,  Gest irn-Darstel lungen auf babylonist .hen Trntafeln
( W i e n  1 9 6 7 )

Die Welt  des Orients
Yale Oriental  Series, Babylonian Texts
Zeitschri f t  f r i r  Assyr iologie

S T A T E  A R C H I V E S  O F  A S S Y R T A  V I I I

R. Borger,  Handbuc:h der Kei lschr i f t r i teratut I - I I I  (Berl in 1967-i5)
Journal of  Cuneiform Studies
tab le ts  in  the  co l lec t ions  o f  the  Br i t i sh  Museum
R. Labat, Un calendr-ier babylonien tles travaux, clessignes et  des
no is  (Par is  1965)
W. G. Lambert and A.R.
rhe F lood (Oxford I  969)

Mil lard,  Atra-hasis ,  the Babylonian Stor , -  o t '

S. Parpola, Leters Ji'om Ass,t,r' ian Sc'holars to the Kings Esarhaddon
and Assurban ipa l  I ,  I I  (A l te r  o r ien t  und A l tes  Te i rament  5 l l -2 .
Neuk i rchen-V luyn  1970,  1983)
D. Charpin and F. Joannds (eds.),  Marc:hands, diplctntates er emper_
etrrs: Etudes sur la civilisation m6sopotantienne off'erts t) panl Garel-
/ i  (Ed i t ions  Recherche sur  les  C iv i l i sa t ions ,  ear is  

' tO9 
ty

H. Hunger and D. Pingree, MUL.AprN. An Astronont ir :ar Crmnen-
dium in Cuneiform (AfO Beiheft  24, Horn l  ggg)
tablets in the col lect ions of Istanbul Arkeoloi i  Mt izeler i
O r i e n t a l i a ,  N o v a  S e r i e s

PSBA
RA
Rm
RMA

TCL
VAB
Weidner

Gest i rn -
Darstel lungen

wo
YOS
ZA
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A B B R E V I A T I O N S  A N D  S Y \ I B O L S

Other Abbreviations and SYmbols

Assyr ian
Baby lon ian
Neo-Assyr ian
Neo-Baby lon ian
Old  Baby lon ian
Standard Babylonian
personal name
edge
obverse
reverse
right s ide
( lef t)  s ide
co l la ted ,  co l la t ion
meaning
unpubl ished
vari  ant
col  lat ion
emendation
uncertain reading
cuneiform divis ion marks
vert ical  word-divider
graphic var iants (see LAS I P. XX)
u n i n s c r i b e d  s p a c e  o r  n o n e x i s t e n t  s i g n
broken or undeciphered sign
suppl ied word or sign
sign erroneously added by scr ibe
erasure
minor bre ak (one or two missing words)
major break
untranslatable word
untranslatable Passage
see also
jo ined to

I
l

l
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