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P R E F A C E

Most  o f  the  Assyr ian  le t te rs  inc luded in  th is  vo lume have been ava i lab le  in
modern cr i t ical  edi t ion since 1970, when the f i rst  volume of my Leners.f ' rom
Ass,,-rian Sc'holars to the King,s Esttrhoclclon and Assurbunipal (LAS I) was
pub l ished.  An ex tens ive  commentary  to  these tex ts  (LAS I l )  has  been ava i l -
ab le  s ince  1983.  The pro longed work  on  the  commentary  p roduced many
correct ions, improvements and addit ions to the texts edited in LAS I.  though
by and large this edit ion st i l l  retains i ts value.

The dec is ion  to  p roduce a  rev ised and en la rged ed i t ion  o f  LAS in  the  SAA
ser ies  was prompted pr imar i l y  by  two fac to rs .  In  the  f i rs t  p lace ,  LAS I  has
long been ou t  o f  p r in t  and i t  was  fe l t  tha t  the  pub l ica t ion  o f  an  updated
vers ion  o f  the  corpus ,  espec ia l l y  in  the  fo rmat  o f  the  SAA ser ies  w i th
comple te  g lossary  and ind ices ,  wou ld  be  a  rea l  serv ice .  More  impor tan t ly ,
the  Baby lon ian  le t te rs  be long ing  to  the  corpus ,  wh ich  were  omi t ted  f rom
LAS I  fo r  reasons  exp la ined there ,  p .  V I I I ,  s t i l l  remained uned i ted l  mak ing
th is  impor tan t  mater ia l  f ina l l y  ava i lab le  fo r  s tudy  had become a  rea l  des ider -
a tum in  v iew o f  recent  advances  in  the  s tudy  o f  Assyr ian  roya l  ideo logy  and
re l ig ion .

The present  ed i t ion  is  based on  a  computer ized  vers ion  o f  LAS I  p re-
pared, proofread and updated with LAS II  by Laura Kataja and Rai ja
Mat t i la .  The Eng l ish  o f  the  t rans la t ions  was rev ised by  Rober t  M.  Whi t ing .
Th is  p re l im inary  manuscr ip t  was  supp lemented w i th  t rans l i te ra t ions  and
t rans la t ions  o f  the  Baby lon ian  le t te rs  and the  new Assyr ian  mater ia l  p ro-
v ided by  myse l f ,  a  p re l im inary  new order  o f  the  tex ts  was es tab l i shed by
Rai ja  Mat t i la ,  and pre l im inary  p roo fs .  inc lud ing  ind ices  compi led  by  Mat -
t i l a .  w e r e  p r o d u c e d .

The f inal  manuscript  represents a throughly revised version of this prel imi-
nary  manuscr ip t .  I  have persona l ly  sc ru t in ized  a l l  the  t rans l i te ra t ions ,  t rans-
lat ions, indices and the glossary. modif ied the order of texts and the cr i t ical
apparatus, provided the headings and wri t ten the introduct ion. Thus the
responsibi l i ty for the f inal  product rests with me. However,  the preparat ion
and product ion of the volume incorporates a tremendous investment of t ime
and effort  by Rai ja Matt i la,  Laura Kataja and Robert  M. Whit ing, and i t  would
never have appeared without them. I  arn deeply indebted to them for their
va luab le  ass is tance.

Thanks are due to the Trustees of the Bri t ish Museum for permission to
pub l ish  prev ious ly  unpub l ished tex ts  in  the i r  cus tody  in  th is  vo lume,  and to
the staff  of  the Department of Western Asiat ic Ant iqui t ies of the Bri t ish
Museum for cont inued col laborat ion received in the publ icat ion of the SAA
ser ies .

The edit ion of the Babylonian let ters has great ly prof i ted from transl i tera-
t ions and col lat ions made by Prof.  Manfr ied Dietr ich of the Universi ty of
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TNTRODUCTION

The unique correspondence edited in this volume or iginates from a group

of ancient scholars (ummAnt, l i teral ly,  "masters") at tached to the service of
the Assyrian king as his spir i tual  guardians and advisers. Al though their
scholarship, as we shal l  see present ly,  encompassed f ields and act iv i t ies that
for the most part  would not seem scient i f ic or worthy of pursuing today, that
was certainly not the way i t  was seen at the t ime. In order to understand the
special  role played by the scholars at court ,  the reasons for their  interact ion

with the king, and the signi f icance of the present correspondence in general ,

one has to consider the nature and or ientat ion of Mesopotamian scholarship
and the fundamentals of Assyr ian royal ideology.

Mesopotamian Scholarship and Royal Ideology

The Five Scholarly Disciplines

In no. 160 the author introduces to the king twenty "able scholars" (ummdnr

\e,fii l) whom he considered fit for royal service. Each of them is identified by
a professional t i t le as expert  in a part icular scholar ly discipl ine; the t i t les
include luplarru 

"astrologer/scribe," barfi "haruspex/diviner," aiipu "exor-

cist /magiciatr ,"  asfr  "physician," andkalf i  " lamentat ion chanter." t  The author

is careful  to point out that many of the scholars, including himself ,  were
prof ic ient in more than one discipl ine, and that their  abi l i ty was based on the
study and mastery of an extensive technical  lore.

The f ive scholar ly professions occurr ing in no. 160 recur several  t imes as
a group in the present correspondence and elsewhere, occasional ly together
with other simi lar professions. Thus let ter no. 7 refers to "scr ibes, div iners,
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exorc is ts ,  phys ic ians  and augurs  (dag i l  i ; ;u r r )  serv ing  in  the  pa lace  and l i v ing
in the ci ty" as a group. A memorandum from the reign of Assurbanipal (ADD
8,5 I  = SAA 7 |  )  enumerates by name seven astrologers, nine exorcists,  f ive
d iv iners ,  n ine  phys ic ians ,  s ix  lamenta t ion  chanters ,  th ree  augurs ,  th ree  Egyp-
t ian magictans (hurt ibt) ,  and three Egypt ian 'scr ibes' ;  the 45 individuals
l isted evident ly represented the total i ty of  scholar ly experts employed at the
roya l  pa lace  a t  the  t ime. :  F ina l l y ,  a  Neo-Assyr ian  vocabu lary  combines  "w ise

man (LU.NUN.ME.Nic .TAG.GA = hassu) .  d iv iner ,  exorc is t ,  phys ic ian ,  chanter "
into a group, whi le a contemporary l ist  of  professions presents "scr ibe,

exorc is t ,  d iv iner ,  phys ic ian"  as  consecut ive  en t r ies . r
I t  i s  thus  c lear  tha t  the  scho lar ly  exper ts  o f  no .  160 fo rmed a  c lose-kn i t

professional group int imately associated with the concept "wise man." And
whi le comparable foreign experts (Syr ian and Anatol ian augurs, Egypt ian
magic ians  and scr ibes)  ev ident ly  cou ld  a lso  qua l i f y  as  "w ise  rnen, "+  bas ica l l y
on ly  representa t ives  o f  the  sa id  f i ve  scho lar ly  d isc ip l ines  were  inc luded in
this category. The designat ion "wise men" accorded to them derives from the
fact that they represented mutual ly complementary branches of Mesopota-
mian Wisdom, an extensive body of t radi t ional ( largely esoter ic) knowledge
comparable to Jewish Kabbalah. This body of knowledge is known to us
pr imar i l y  th rough i t s  wr i t ten  component ,  wh ich  bes ide  ph i losoph ica l  tex ts
( la rge ly  au thored by  scho lars  ident i f iab le  as  exorc is ts ,  d iv iners  o r  chanters )
a lmost  exc lus ive ly  cons is ts  o f  the  techn ica l  l i te ra tu re  o f  the  F ive  D isc ip l ines .s

Not  every  scr ibe ,  d iv iner .  exorc is t ,  phys ic ian  or  chanter ,  o f  course ,
deserved the  des ignat ion  "scho la r . "  As  ind ica ted  by  no .  160,  th is  des ignat ion
was reserved to  on ly  those ind iv idua ls  who exce l led  in  the i r  t rade to  the  ex ten t
that they were in command of more than one branch, i f  not the ent ire extent
o f  the  Wisdom.  Such ind iv idua ls  were  respons ib le  fo r  the  cu l t i va t ion  and
development of Mesopotamian phi losophy and science, and i t  is f rom such
ind iv idua ls  tha t  the  present  cor respondence or ig ina tes .

The Nature oJ'Mesopotamian Wisdom

The techn ica l  lo re  o f  the  F ive  D isc ip l ines  under l ines  the  s t rong re l ig ious
and rnetaphysical  or ientat ion of Mesopotamian scholarship: astrology,
magic. div inat ion and myst ical  phi losophy, matters rejected today as pseudo-
s e i e n t i f i c .  p l u y e d  a  p r o m i n e n l  p a r t  i n  i t . , , T r u e  e n o u g h .  m a t h e m a t i c s .  i t s t r o n -
omy and l inguist ics also played an important role in Mesopotamian scholar-
sh ip ;  bu t  these "exac t  sc iences"  too  were  harnessed to  the  serv ice  o f  the
predominant ly  re l ig ious ly  and ph i losoph ica l l y  o r ien ted  Wisdom. ;

Isa iah ,  in  p red ic t ing  the  fa l l  o f  Baby lon ,  wr i tes  as  fo l lows (47 :10) :  "Your

wisdom (hdkmutek) and your knowledge (da' tek) perverted you, and you said
in your heart .  I  am. and none else beside me." What the prophet meant by
wisdom and knowledge appears  in  the  fo l low ing  verses  (41 :12-13) :  "S tand

now wi th  your  enchantments ,  and w i th  the  mul t i tude  o f  your  sorcer ies ,
wherein you have laboured from your youth: perhaps you wi l l  prof i t ,  perhaps
you w i l l  p reva i l !  You are  wear ied  in  the  mul t i tude  o f  your  counse ls ;  le t  now
the viewers of the heavens. the stargazers, the monthly prognost icators, stand
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- ip and save you from what wi l l  come upon you!" The same idearecurs in the
: r r )phecy  o f  Nahum on the  fa l1  o f  N ineveh (3 :17) :  "You have d iv iners  l i ke
.rr .ustS. and astrologers l ike grasshoppers, which camp in the hedges in the
, . r ld  day ,  bu t  when the  sun ar ises  they  f lee  away. "

These two passages, scornful  as they are, reveal the great respect which the
\ lesopotamians had for the experts in divinat ion, magic and astrology, and
ore m&y get an idea of why the study of these pseudo-sciences was appreci-
, i ted above everything else. Insight into the supernatural  or numinous was
cttnsidered the greatest wisdom of al l ,  the foundat ions of which were bel ieved
ro  have been la id  by  the  gods  themse lves .  Th is  v iew was a lso  shared by  the
.ruthor of the book of Daniel ,  who wri tes, addressing Belshazzar,  k ing of
B  aby  lon :

There is a man in your kingdom who has in him the spir i t  of  the holy gods, a
man who was known in your father 's t ime to have a clear understanding and

,qodtike yvisdorn. King Nebuchadnezzu, your father, appointed him chief of the
masicians. exorcists.  ostrologers, und diviners. This same Daniel ,  whom the
king named Belteshazzar,  is known to have a notable spir i t ,  wi th knowledge
and understanding, and the gifi of interpreting dreams, erplaining riddles and
unbinding spel ls.  (Dan. 5: I  |  )

The King as God's Earthly Representative

Mesopotamian Wisdom provided a comprehensive and systematic expla-
nat ion of the world start ing from the basic proposit ion that God had created
the universe as a mirror of  his existence and man as his image.s The complex
metaphysical  theory derived from this basic proposit ion had direct pol i t ical
and ideological  s igni f icance, since i t  def ined the posit ion of the king as that
of God's representat ive on the earth.

The central  dogmas of Mesopotamian Wisdom were epitomized in an
esoter ic diagram cal led the Tree o.f  Li fe,  c irculated among ini t iates only.o A
styl ized version of the diagram, depicted as an elaborate palmette-crowned
tree trunk surrounded by a garland of palmettes, pine-cones or pomegranates
(F ig .  1 ) ,  served in  Assyr ian  imper ia l  a r t  as  an  ideo log ica l  symbo l  p rov id ing
the legi t imizat ion for Assyr ia 's claim to world dominion. This symbol in-
v o l v e d  t w o  b a s i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .

On the one hand, i t  represented the divine world order maintained by the
Assyrian king as God's representat ive on the earth; the garland around the
Tree symbol ized the underly ing unity of the cosmic powers operat ive in the
un iverse ,  "gods , "  conce ived as  aspec ts  o f  a  s ing le ,  a l l -encompass ing  t ran-
scendental  God, AiSur.  By impl icat ion, this symbol ism cal led for the pol i t ical
unity of the ent ire world under the hegemony of Assyr ia.

At the same t ime, the symbol ism of the Tree was projected upon the
Assyrian king to portray him as the perfect image of God. The symmetry,
harmony, and axial  balance of the Tree symbol ized the absolute perfect ion
and mental  balance of this ideal man. The relevance of such symbol ism for

XV



S T A T t s  A R C H I V E S  O F j A S S Y R I A  X

FIG. t. The Asst'r i t t t l  .sucred tree.fntm the wall-ponel behind the throne in Assurnasirpa

i';i:f,ll o'

j us t i f y ing  the  k ing 's  pos i t ion  as  the  abso lu te  ru le r  o f  the  empi re
any  e labora t ion .

For  the wel fare of  the state,  i t  was essent ia l  that  the k ing l i
requ i rements  o f  per fec t ion  inherent  in  th is  ideo logy .  The two a i
Tree  jus t  d iscussed were  in t r ins ica l l y  in te r re la ted :  jus t  as  the
un iverse  was based on  the  equ i l ib r ium o f  the  cosmic  powers  o f
was the order  of  the human wor ld dependent  on the balsrcr
concent ra ted  in  the  person o f  the  k ing . t t '  Consequent ly ,  the  k ing
not  conform to the ro le of  the Perfect  Man as set  out  in  the
doc t r ina l  appara tus ,  wou ld  au tomat ica l l y ,  w i l l i ng ly  o r  unwi l l i r
the  cosmic  harmony,  and w i th  i t ,  the  s tab i l i t y  o f  the  empi re  he  r
s i oned  to  ma in ta in .

The requi rements of  royal  per fect ion involved painstak ing o l
d iv ine  commandments  and cu l t i c  pur i t y  and ord inances ,  v is  uahz
t ions  o f  the  cosmic  o rder  on  the  ear th . r r  However ,  tha t  was  no t  ne
As the  image o f  God,  the  k ing  had to  execute  a l l  the  d iverse  pow

XVI
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THE KING'S SPIRITUAL GUARDIANS AND ADVISERS

in him in conformity with the harmony and balance of the Tree, with special
emphasis on blameless moral and ethical  conduct.  Thus the judgments he
passed as "the image of Sama5" ( the god of just ice) had to be absolutely just,
and their  harshness had to be counterbalanced by acts of mercy committed as
"the perfect image of Marduk" ( the god of mercy).rz

I t  was of course recognized that as a human being, the king was bound to
err in his behaviour from time to time, no matter how hard he might strive for
perfect ion. In pr inciple, any sl ips in royal conduct,  whether intent ional or
unintent ional,  were interpreted as sins against the wi l l  of  God; they stained
the puri ty of the king's soul,  and, i f  perpetuated, were sure to provoke divine
anger and punishment.r3 However,  no sins were punished without warning:
divine pleasure or displeasure with the king's conduct was manifested in the
form of portents,  dreams, oracles and visions sent as premonit ions of the
course in which he was leading the country and himself . r+ I f  such divine
signals were duly paid attent ion to and correct ly interpreted, the ruler who
had sinned could ident i fy his mistake and avoid punishment by washing away
his sins, atoning for them, appeasing the gods and changing his ways.ts

The king himself  was not able to interpret these divine signs nor to direct
his conduct properly.  These tasks were taken care of by the court  scholars,
who exercised their  funct ion on the authori ty of a mi l lennial  t radi t ion traced
back  to  d iv ine  reve la t ion .

The Scholars as the King's Spiritual Guardians and Advisers

A "Catalogue of Texts and Authors" from the l ibrary of Assurbanipal
provides detailed information on contemporary ideas about the origins of the
scholar ly tradi t ion. to Several  important col lect ions of scholar ly lore are in this
text expl ic i t ly at tr ibuted to Ea, the god of wisdom.rr The other composit ions
l isted in the text,  covering a wide range of scient i f ic,  phi losophical  and
rel igious works, are assigned ei ther to legendary sages (apkal lu) or to histor i-
cal  scholars (ummAnu), who regular ly turn out to be representat ives of the
Five Discipl ines.rs I t  is worth not ing that some of the composit ions attr ibuted
to human authors are said to have been revealed to them in a vis ion. and thus.
in the f inal  analysis,  also were of div ine or igin. ,o

The Mythical Sages

The catalogue highl ights two fundamental ly important aspects of the Meso-
potamian scholar ly lore: i ts div ine and inspired or igin,  making i t  a col lect ion
of sacred wri t ings comparable to the Holy Wri t ,  and the special  role of
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mythical  sages as unfolders of div ine wisdom to humanity,  descr ibed as
fol lows in the Bob'- loniaka of Berossus (3rd century B.C.):

In the first year a beast named Oannes appeared from the Erythrean Sea in a
place adjacent to Babylonia. I ts ent i re body was that of  a f ish, but a human
head had grown beneath the head of the fish and human feet likewise had grown
from the f ish's tai l .  I t  a lso had a human voice. A picture of i t  is st i l l  preserved
today. He says that this beast spent the days with the men but ate no food. I t
gave to the men the knowledge of let ters and sciences and crafts of al l  types.
I t  also taught them how to found ci t ies, establ ish temples, introduce laws and
measure Iand. I t  also revealed them seeds and the gathering of f rui ts,  and in
general  gave men everything which is connected with the civ i l ized l i fe.  From
the t ime of that beast nothing further has been discovered. But when the sun
set this beast Oannes plunged back into the sea and spent the nights in the deep,
for i t  was amphibious. Later other beasts also appeared . . . .  He says that these
creatures al l  together explained in detai l  the things which had been spoken
summari ly by Oannes.:o

Oannes is the Greek rendering of Uanna, the f i rst  in a ser ies of al together
seven antedi luvian sages noted for their  superhuman wisdom and referred to
in cuneiform sources as "the seven counselors," : t  " the seven shining sages,
carp-f ish from the Sea,": :  and "the seven sages of the Aps0, the pure carp-f ish,
who have been endowed with subl ime wisdom l ike their  lord Ea.": :  The
f ish-shape attached to them in the Tradit ion symbol ized their  myst ical  contact
with the divine Ocean of Wisdom, Aps0, which they, unl ike humans, were
able to "plunge into" at wi l l . :+

After the Flood, the Tradit ion l ists " four sages of human descent whom the
lord Ea endowed with broad understanding"; :s the last of  these, however,  is
only " two-thirds a sage," marking the transi t ion from semidivine sages to
human scholars, who from this point on appear as the guardians of the
Tradit ion. A late f i rst-mi l lennium text l ist ing seven antedi luvian kings and
one postdi luvian king with their  "sages," and then cont inuing with histor ical
kings and their  "scholars,"  leaves no doubt that the lat ter were regarded as
the l inear successors and counterparts of the mythical  sages.26

The di f ference between sages and scholars is thus not funct ional but
qual i tat ive. As pointed out by H.S. Kvanvig,. t  the dist inct ion between the
ante- and postdi luvian sages on the one hand, and the human scholars on the
other,  ref lects the Mesopotamian concept of history as a succession of world
eras of progressively deter iorat ing qual i ty.  In this process, man's years of
l i fe,  which in the period before the Flood were counted in mult iples of sars
(3,600),  were after the Flood reduced to mult iples of ners (600),  and then to
their  present length. To quote Kvanvig, " the period before the Flood was ' the

history of revelat ion' in Babylonian theology. In this period the basis for al l
later knowledge was laid.  Wri t ings or iginat ing in this period would accord-
ingly have a special  authori ty . . .  the history which fol lows is the t ime when
this revelat ion is transmit ted and unfolded.":s Accordingly,  the role of the
scholars can be def ined as that of  the transmit ters and unfolders of received
wisdom',  they were the human successors of semidivine sages, whom they
emulated but would and could not surpass in wisdom.
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Adapa: the Paragon of Mesopotamian Scholarly Mysticism

One particular sage is frequently referred to in the present correspondence
and in Neo-Assyrian royal inscr ipt ions: Adapa, the last in the ser ies of the
seven antedi luvian sages. His proverbial  wisdom is ref lected by his name,
which l i teral ly means "born in the Sea (of Wisdom)"ze and is attested in
contemporary texts both as an adject ive meaning "wise" and a word for
"sage" in general . :o The Tradit ion knew him as a pious servant of Ea "who

ascended to heaven." He is thus the Mesopotamian counterpart  of  Enoch, the
Bibl ical  patr iarch who "walked with God" and was taken to heaven for his
piety (Gen. 5:23f).

A myth explaining Adapa's admission to heaven introduces him as a man
created by Ea as a model for mankind,:r  u tut"  of  superhuman wisdom, a
lustrat ion pr iest of  pure hands, who performs al l  r i tes perfect ly.  He does the
f ishing for Er idu ( the holy ci ty of Ea),  manauvring his boat without rudder
and steering pole. In the open sea, he breaks the wing of the south wind and,
fol lowing the advice of Ea, ascends to heaven dressed in a mourning garb.
This,  he explains, he wears because two gods, Dumuzi and Ningi5zida, the
keepers of the gate of heaven, have disappeared from his country.r :

I  have argued elsewhere that the ascent to heaven in this myth, as in the
myth of Etana, is an al legory for myst ical  ascent of the soul. : :  As in the legend
of Oannes discussed above, the "sea" which Adapa frequents in his "boat

lacking rudder and steering pole," is Aps0, the transcendent Ocean of Wis-
dom. Adapa's "puri ty" is pur i ty from sin; "breaking the wing of the south
wind" is an al legory for t r iumph over the ego; the "mourning garb" he wears
is an expression for his sorrow over the spir i tual  state of his country,  and i t
is through the incessant weeping occasioned by this sorrow that the "ascent

to heaven" is granted to him.:+
Seen in this l ight,  Adapa emerges as a paragon of the later Jewish myst ical

scholar,  a saint ly man able to retr ieve supernal knowledge through myst ical
union with God.:s One should note that though included among the seven
sages, Adapa of the myth is a member of the human race (zEr amtlnt i ) .  He
achieves his "ascent" to heaven as a mortal ,  and, through the sagacity of Ea
(who forbids him to accept the bread and water of life), is able to return from
his ' t r ip '  dressed in "divine garb" and equipped with extraordinary theurgic
powers,36 thus sett ing an example for later fol lowers. Since the myth expl i -
c i t ly tel ls he was created as "a model for mankind," i t  can with good reason
be assumed that his example was fol lowed by many a Mesopotamian scholar,
including the authors of the present let ters.

The Watch of the King

In Assyr ian iconography, mythical  sages are represented as three kinds of
composite creatures symbol iz ing their  supernal wisdom and saint l iness crys-
tal l ized in the f igure of Adapa: as f ish-cloaked men, as eagle-headed winged
creatures with human bodies, and as winged human f igures wearing horned
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crowns (Front ispiece, Fig s.2-4).37 As already noted, the f ish-garb syr
their connection with Aps0, the Ocean of Wisdom. The head ind wir
eagle symbol ized their  connect ion with heaver; :s and the horned
indicating divine status, symbolized their transformation from ht
saints after death. Ritual texts state that the sages were dressed
garments, clearly symbohzing the purity of their souls.3e These rel
t ions recall the transformed celestial appearance of Enoch in Jewish
tradit ion.40

Small  statues of sages made of c lay and wood were extensively
Assyrian prophylactic r i tuals as a means to prevent evil demonict
f rom enter ing a man's  house ( t r ig .5) .+r  On Neo-Assyr ian palace re
seals, representations of sages are invariably associated wiitr ttte Tre
andlor the king, whom they sprinkle with the cone-shaped "purif ier
lilu) and buckets of holy w ater (bandudfi) they hold in their hinds (I
and 6) .

In the prophylactic r i tual Btt mEseri, where the sages figure pron
they are said to "insure the correct functioning of the plans of hea
ear th"  (u$ura t  iam€ u  er ;e t i ,  Sum.  g iS .hur  an .k i .a ) ,  i .e . ,  the  d iv i r
otdet.qz This passage is of central signif icance to the interpretatio
Sacred Tree scene. It wil l  be remembered that the Tree symbolized
divine world order and the king, who functioned as its earthly admir
(see above,  p.XV).  By "pur i fy ing"  the Tree,  i .e . ,  keeping i t  c lean j
and imparting to it their own sanctity, the sages uphelO ttr i  cosmic t
and thus "insured the correct functioning of the plans of heaven and

FIG. 2. Apotropaic figure, a fish-cloaked apkallu, on a
ORIGINAL DRAWING IV.  76.
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wall-panel in the Palace of Sennacherib at Nineveh.
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FIG. 3. Apotropaic eagle-headed apkallu purifying and protecting the king, on a wall-p
of Assurnailrpal at I',limrud, about 875 BC.
BM 124585.

Another formulation of the same idea is encountered in the Erra epi
the sages are called "the cleansers" of Marduk's body (mubbibfr zumr
I 162). The "body" of Marduk here refers to the Tree as to holon, "tht

of gods" making up the cosmic image of Marduk.+:
Since the scholars emulated the role of the sages, the Tree of Li

can also be interpreted as a symbolic representation of their activity
In this interpretation the Tree becomes the king, whose spiritual zr
integrity the scholars maintain and protect with their piety and wisd

The idea of royal protection, central to al l  activity of the schola
expression in the phrase ma$gartu ia iarri na;aru, "to keep the king's
which recurs frequently in the letters.++ A plain rendering is inca
expressing the ful l  meaning of the phrase, which involved watching, 1
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FIG. 4. Apotropaic figure, probably an apkallu, on awall-panel in the Palace of Senna'
ORIGINAL DRAWING I ,  47.

and protecting the king, not so much from physical danger, but f i
from the path that the gods had decreed.

This the court scholars did by watching for and interpreting t l
the gods sent and advising the king how these signs should be rr
guarding the king's behaviour in cult ic and other areas to preve
becoming cult icly impure or from performing some task on an
day; by protecting the king from portended evil and divine wl
apotropaic rituals and chants to avert the evil and appease the a
and, f inally, by restoring the harmony between the king and the p
ritual purif ication ceremonies that removed the king's sin and
persona of the evil thought or deed that had caused the sign to I
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r:-r. ,\potropaic clay fisurines and plaques for burial below floor. a-b) winged eagle-h
- - ' i i -  cloaked apkal lus.
- '1. B\{ t29096. BM 90997. BM 133034.

d
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FIG. 6. Human-headed apkallus purifuing the sacred tree in a Neo-Assyrian seal impre;
BM 89307.

protect the king against making wrong decisions, the divine wil l  u
consulted, through extispicy, in matters of national importance.

These duties were carried out by scholars working together in c
ation and organized into professional teams, each headed by"chief ."46 The most important of these, the chief scribe, held a pc
Assyrian cabinet as the king's personal scholar (ummilnu).0,

The prophylactic function of the scholars was complemenl
advisory functioo, corresponding to the role of the seven sages
(muntalki l) of the antediluvian kings. Virtually every letter of
correspondence contains some advice or suggestion put forward
and several letters make it plain that the king took receiving these
and advice for granted.+s

The Senders of the Letters

The majority of the letters come from the king's closest assc
might be called his personal staff, located in Nineveh either at the
itself or nearby; a minor group originates from teams of scholars
other major ci t ies of Assyr ia (Assur,  Calah, Ki l iz i  and Arbe
122-145) .  The la t ter  group consis ts  a lmost  exc lus ive ly  of  ec l ips
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dric reports, and probably largely owes its existence to the need to calibrate
inconclusive lunar and solar observat ions made at the capital .4e

This basic divis ion of the senders into Ninevites and non-Ninevites does
not imply that all the letters authored by the former would have been written
rn Nineveh. On the contrary, many of them were certainly dispatched whi le
rhe sender was on a mission outside the capital  (see, e.g.,  no.24; the ent ire
Jossier of Mar-Issar belongs to this category).

Almost all the letters are addressed to the king (or to the "Farmer," the
.'eremonial title of the king during the substitute king ritual);so five letters
nos. 136, 180, 182,186 and 195) are addressed to the crown pr ince, who

. rc ted  as  the  regent  dur ing  the  k ing 's  i l l ness ,  four  (nos .  16 , I7 ,154 and 313)
to the queen mother. Only three letters from king to scholar(s) are included
rn the corpus (see nos. 216, 295 and 378);  one of them was not found in
\ ineveh but was purchased. Three let ters (nos. 183,372 and 384) seem to be
irom scholar to scholar.

The "Inner Circle"

By their  relat ionship to the king, the Ninevite scholars can be divided into
:\ \o groups: the " inner circ le,"  and the "outer circ le" of scholars. The " inner

Jrrcle" consists of 17 men engaged in a more or less regular correspondence
.r i th the king, al l  but one of them Assyrian (see Table I) .  The "outer circ le"
:- ia inly consists of random pet i t ions by lesser scholars seeking admission to
Jtrurt  or complaining about their  l iv ing condit ions. Most of the Babylonian
-: t ters of the correspondence belong to the lat ter category.

The survey in Table I suffices to make it clear that the "inner circle" was
rade up of high-ranking men. Eight of  them bear t i t les showing them to be
:ne supreme scholars of the realm in their  special  discipl ines; two of them
.' .  ere important enough to deserve a place in the Assyrian king l ist .st  The rest
.i ere no small fry either. Mar-lssar was the key figure in the reorganization
-,i the cultic services and the rebuilding of the destroyed temple areas of
Babvlon, Borsippa, Akkad, Uruk and other Babylonian ci t ies under Esarhad-
: tn.  Akkul lanuheld the extremely inf luent ial  posi t ion of the "temple enterer"
, :  the temple of A55ur,  empowering him to supervise the celebrat ion of
: .ar ional fest ivals,  check the conduct of the Assur clergy and to impose loyalty
-. ; ths on other nat ions.sz Balast was the teacher of the crown pr ince Assur-
: enipal and evidently a personal friend and favourite of the king himself (see
: rr -13 ). His colleague and close associate Nabfr-ahhe-eriba enjoyed a similar
3.r5i1isn;sr RMA 55 (= SAA 8 83) shows that he was in no way considered
.: fer ior to the mighty chief scr ibe Issar- iumu-erei .sq The exorcist  and former
:eputy chief physician Urad-Gula enjoyed special  pr iv i leges (cf .  no. 294) as
.:re son of the venerable Adad-iumu-u1ur,  who as the personal exorcist  and
--ose conf idant ofEsarhaddon ranked even higher at court  than the chief
3 \  ! rrc i  st  M arduk- i  akin- iumi.ss

\othing certain is known about the posit ions of the remaining two men.
' , . ;bi l - r ta$ir  and lkkaru. But i t  should be noted that in the introductory sect ion
: no. 297, the name of Nab0-nagir  precedes that of  the chief physician
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TABLE I. The Inner Circle

Name Title or Position Reign Letters Remarks

Nabff-zeru-le5ir chief scribe, Esh. 3 father of
k ing 's  ummhnu lssar-5umu-ere5,

brother of
Adad-Sumu-usur

Issar-Sumu-ere5 chief  scr ibe,  Esh. /Asb.  35 son of  Nab0-zeru- le5i r
k ing 's  ummAnu

Balasi  crown pr ince 's  Esh. /Asb.  21 associate of
ummAnu Nabfi-ahhe-eriba

Nab0-ahhe-eriba astrologer Esh./Asb. 1-l associate of Balasi
Akkullanu temple-enterer Esh./Asb. 25

of  A5Sur
Bel-u5ezib Esh.  13 Babylonian scholar
Marduk-5umu-u$ur chief  haruspex Esh. /Asb.  5
Adad-Sumu-usur  k ing 's  exorc is t  Esh. /Asb.  56 brother  of

Nab0-zeru- le5i r ,
father of Urad-Gula

Marduk-5akin-5umi chief  exorc is t  Esh. /Asb.  39
Nab0-nadin-5umi chief  exorc is t  Esh. /Asb.  l5  successor  of

Marduk-5akin-5umi
Urad-Gula exorc is t  Esh.  7 son of  Adad-Sumu-usur
Nab0-nasi r  exorc is t  Esh.  11
Urad-Nanaya chief  physic ian Esh.  14
Ikkaru physician Esh. 5 predecessor of

Urad-Nanaya?
Urad-Ea chief chanter Esh. 7 father of

Nab0-zeru-iddina
Nab0-zeru- iddina chief  chanter  Asb.  2 son of  Urad-Ea
Mar-Issar scribe Esh. 24 royal "eye and ear"

in  Babylonia

Urad-Nanaya - a convention usually connoting superiority in rank. The
physician Ikkaru may wel l  have been the predecessor of Urad-Nanaya in the
off ice of the chief physician: in no. 330, he appears in charge of other
physicians, and none of his let ters appear to postdate 672 (whl le no let ters of
Urad-Nanaya appear to antedate 671).

Thus, even though the Assyrian court  housed a great many scholar ly
experts special iz ing in the same discipl ines as the " inner circ le,"  and even
though many more similar experts were scattered all around the empire, it is
clear that only a very few select "wise men" could be engaged in any sort  of"regular" correspondence with the king. And whi le lesser scholars could
occasional ly wri te a let ter to the king or occasional ly even receive a let ter
from the king, such an exchange of letters was bound to remain highly
restricted and exceptional. Revealingly, only one letter from the deputy chief
physician Bani is extant, and there are no letters at all from the deputy chief
scr ibe Nab0-mu5egi,  even though that man has lef t  us as many as l7 omen
reports.  The si tuat ion is thus exact ly paral lel  to that observable in the corre-
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spondence of Sargon I I :  i t  consists vir tual ly exclusively of let ters exchanged
between the king and his magnates (provincial governors and other officials
of comparable or superior rank), with only occasional letters from deputy
governors and other lower level of f ic ials.

Men Versed in the Scriptures

I t  is easy to see how men with such responsibi l i ty and the power that came
with it might have been tempted to overstep all l imitations and attempt to
manipulate the king through their craft. However, there is very little evidence
to that effect.so By and large the scholars appear to have executed their office
applying to themselves the same high moral standards they were imposing on
the king. Some of them, l ike Bel-uSezib, seem to have attempted to direct
nat ional pol icy through their  interpretat ions and suggest ions, but such at-
tempts easily fit within the confines of their advisory role.

Under no circumstances are we justified in characterizing the Sargonid
kings as fearful and "superstitious" men completely under the sway of the
court  "magicians" and "soothsayers," or the men who advised them as oppor-
tunistic charlatans who took advantage of the kings' ignorance and fear to
direct affairs of state for their own benefit, as has been done in the past.sr Far
from acting out of fear or ignorance, the kings were following the highest
dictates of contemporary rel ig ion and state ideology, whi le the men who
advised them truly believed in the importance and efficacy of their craft and
its "scient i f ic,"  even divine, basis.

In their professional work the scholars appear to have been, in the highest
degree of the term's impl icat ion, "men versed in the Scriptures." Everything
in their correspondence makes it patently clear that their learning, way of
thinking and professional competence were based on and moulded by an
intensive study of the "Scriptures," the professional lore accumulated by
earl ier generat ions of scholars. This lore, which consisted of innumerable
disconnected observat ions noted down over the centur ies, had gradual ly
grown into a coherent system of interpreting and coping with the world
conceived as a place dominated by gods and demons. Much of i t  would have
to be dismissed today as unscient i f ic,  but there is no quest ion that the
"scriptures" were regarded by these scholars and their contemporaries as the
ult imate source of wisdom, the val idi ty of which was never ser iously ques-
t ioned. I t  is good to keep this basic fact in mind whi le reading the let ters,
since an attempt to evaluate their technical contents without recourse to the
"scr iptures" easi ly leads to misunderstandings and incorrect conclusions.s8
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The Contents and Chronology of the Letters

While the letters primarily relate to the advisory and prophylactic function
of the scholars and thus largely deal with astrological ,  magical ,  medical  and
rel igious matters, this does not imply that their  contents would be one-sided,
monotonous or dul l .  Far from i t .  Set in the mi l ieu of the royal court ,  in the
immediate vicinity of the king, the letters take us to the very heart of the
Assyrian empire and offer us a unique opportunity to watch the great drama
of the Sargonid dynasty from a r ing-side seat.

We see the king struggle with problems of succession and agonize at the
teething pains and diarrhoea of his grandchildren; we see him fall seriously
i l l  and turn into a misanthrope after barely surviving a conspiracy by his
closest men; we see him return tr iumphantly from a victor ious campaign to
Egypt,  and in the next instant bow down at portents cal l ing for his death. We
fol low how he is rescued through the subst i tute king r i tual  and cont inues his
plan to reconci le Babylonia with Assyr ia through a grandiose nat ional recon-
struct ion program. Many of these developments can be fol lowed in detai l
through clusters of letters sometimes extending over a long period of time
and viewing the same topic from several  di f ferent angles.so

The content of the letters has been throughtly analyzed and discussed in
LAS II ,  and i t  would be point less to dupl icate these discussions here, I t  seems,
however, worth pointing out that the letters contain a great deal of valuable
information from the viewpoint of the history of science, particularly as
regards the development of mathematical astronomy. Much of the effort of
the contemporary astrologers appears to have been directed towards predict-
ing astronomical phenomena in advance, evident ly with an eye to capital iz ing
on the king's desire to attach to his service the best prognost icators avai lable.
Some of these predict ions can be shown to have been based on pr imit ive
methods directly derived from the "Scriptures,"uo but many turn out to involve
more sophist icated methods not to be found in the "Scriptures."or The astron-
omical knowledge making such predict ions possible can only have been
acquired through systematic and intensive study and recording of astronomi-
cal  phenomena.o2 Systematic col lect ion of observat ional data had already
been prescribed for practicing astrologers in the treatise Mul Apin dating
from the second mil lennium B.C.;  and there can be l i t t le doubt that the dr ive
for further research was much intensified in the Sargonid period owing to the
vehement scholar ly competi t ion for court  posi t ions at that t ime. This devel-
opment cont inued under the Neo-Babylonian kings, and eventual ly led to the
bir th of mathematical  astronomy at the turn of the 5th century B.C.6i

Considered as a whole, the present correspondence can without exaggera-
t ion be said to i l luminate vir tual ly every aspect of the l i fe and act iv i t ies of
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ancient Mesopotamian scholars: their  family background and social  posi t ion,
their  school ing, professional work and "research," their  role at the royal
court ,  their  pol i t ical  inf luence and relat ion to the king, and last but not least,
even their life, personality and way of thinking. The variety and abundance
of detailed information contained in the letters, the countless problems they
st i l l  pose, and the possibi l i ty of  resurrect ing some of the scholars as l iv ing
individuals makes this corpus a truly fascinat ing object of  study. In contain-
ing a great deal of information taken directly from Mesopotamian scholarly
lore and at the same time focusing attention on its practical application and
on the men involved in the transmission and further development of that lore,
these let ters form a br idge between the monotonous scholar ly texts and real
l i fe whose value for the history of rel ig ion, phi losophy and science hardly
needs stressing.

The Chronology of the Letters

The chronology of the let ters and the problems related to their  dat ing have
been ful ly discussed in LAS II ,  and the reader is referred to that study for
many detai ls omit ted here.

As far as can be ascertained, al l  the let ters,  with the except ion of a single
letter datable to 621 B.C. (no. 149),  belong to a period of about 35 years
(680-648) spread over the reigns of Esarhaddon (680-669) and his son
Assurbanipal.  Within this 35-year period, there is a long hiatus of some 13
years from 664 through 652, with sporadic let ters from years 65'7 to 655, and
a period with many let ters spanning the years 672-666, with a clear peak of
more than 150 let ters during the years 67 l-669 (See Table I I ) .  The Babylonian
letters fol low the distr ibut ion of the Assyrian ones, with the except ion of the
letters of Bel-u5ezib (nos. 109-121),  which date from the early part  of
Esarhaddon's reign, f rom which few Assyrian let ters are extant.

The reasons for this chronological  distr ibut ion, which largely agrees with
that of  the haruspical  and astrological  reports (see SAA 4, pp. LVI-LXV, and
SAA 8, p. XXII) ,  are not known. The fact that v ir tual ly al l  let ters deal ing with

TABLE lI. Distribution of Letters in Time

Date

680-675
61 1-672
61 1-669
668-665
661-658
6s1 -655
654-652
6 5 1 - 6 4 8
621

Number of Letters

I J

1 8
110
2 5
0
5
0

l 5
I
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medical and exorcistic matters (which account for more than 40Vo of the
whole correspondence) can be securely dated to Esarhaddon's reign would
seem to indicate that this part  of  the correspondence was largely a product of
Esarhaddon's fai l ing health,o+ and should accordingly be considered as ex-
cept ional.  The numerous astrological  let ters addressed to Esarhaddon may
also have been part ly occasioned by the personal i ty of that ruler.6s However,
this stil l does not explain why there are so few letters addressed to other
Sargonid kings in the corpus, even though incidental  passages in the corpus
prove that the other kings (especial ly Sennacherib) also regular ly received
letters and reports from scholarly experts.ee

Considering further the institutional status of court scholarship, firmly
anchored in royal ideology, there simply is no way getting around the fact
that many more letters of this type, addressed to different Assyrian rulers,
must have once existed. Where al l  these let ters are now can only be guessed.
Many of them may have been destroyed already in antiquity as part of normal
administrat ive housecleaning; many may simply not yet have hi t  the spade of
the archaeolosist .

On the Present Edition

This present volume is a thoroughly revised edition of the letters published
in LAS I and LAS II, supplemented by letters from Babylonian scholars and
joins and addit ions to the Assyrian corpus discovered since the publ icat ion
of LAS I I .  Al l  correct ions and improvements to LAS I noted in LAS II  have
been included, and both the text and the translations have been carefully
revised in light of further collations and progress in the understanding of the
texts.  In spi te of al l  th is,  i t  is readi ly admit ted that many problems of detai l
in the interpretation of the texts stil l remain unsolved, making the present
volume afar cry from the perfection the ancient writers of these letters would
have striven for and deserved.

The Order of Texts in This Edition

As in LAS, the letters of the individual writers are grouped together into
dossiers, which are arranged into chapters in the order determined by the
professions of the writers. Each chapter opens with the letters of the chief
scholar, and is closed by varia including broken letters and letters from minor
scholars. Miscel laneous let ters from individuals not certainly assignable to
any professional group are inserted at the end as a separate chapter.
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Otherwise, the order of the texts in LAS has been completely revised.
Within each dossier,  the texts are, insofar as possible, arranged in the chro-
nological  order determined in LAS II ,  and the dossiers are also arranged
chronological ly.  Letters with joint  authorship are not grouped separately but
included in the dossier of the f i rst  sender or the sender who actual ly wrote
down the letter. Undatable letters are inserted among dated letters on the basis
of topical or orthographical affinities.

Present ing the Babylonian let ters separately from the Assyrian ones, as in
SAA 8, was considered but reiected for pract ical  reasons.

Texts Included and Excluded

This volume includes al l  the texts publ ished in LAS I and I I ,  with the
except ion of 14 astrological  reports edited in SAA 8, and 3 let ters dropped
as not properly belonging to the corpus. A l ist  showing the disposit ion of al l
the LAS texts,  prepared by Robert  M. Whit ing, is provided in the Index of
Texts. ABL 1285. lef t  out of  LAS but edited in Festschri f t  Reiner,  has been
included as no. 294. Three previously unpubl ished Assyrian let ters (K 496,
K 20906, K 20907) and one previously unedited Assyrian let ter (CT 53 206)
are edited here for the f i rst  t ime as nos.4, 63,351 and 370. Al l  the new texts
were ident i f ied by the editor through the kind off ices of I .L.  Finkel.

The fol lowing numbers in this volume are let ters from Babylonian scholars
and were not edi ted in LAS: 109-21, 154-7 2, I  78-80, 313, 37 l -7 4. A few texts
l isted in LAS II ,  Appendix Q 4, as belonging to the corpus were excluded and
assigned to a future SAA volume (Letters from Assyrian and Babylonian
Priests).  On the other hand, a few let ters publ ished in CT 54 not l isted in LAS
II were recognized as belonging to the corpus and included in the present
volume.

Transliterations

The transl i terat ions, addressed to the special ist ,  render the text of  the
originals in roman characters according to standard Assyriological  conven-
t ions and the pr inciples out l ined in the Editor ial  Manual.  Every effort  has
been taken to make them as accurate as humanly possible. A11 the texts edited
have been thoroughly collated by the editor, and difficult and questionable
passages have been recent ly recol lated by I .L.  Finkel and M.J. Gel ler.

Results of col lat ion are indicated with exclamation or quest ion marks.
Single exclamation marks indicate correct ions to publ ished copies, double
exclamation marks, scr ibal  errors. Quest ion marks indicate uncertain or
quest ionable readings. Broken port ions of the text and al l  restorat ions are
enclosed within square brackets. Parentheses enclose i tems omit ted by
anc ien t  sc r ibes .
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The translat ions seek
accurately as possible in
clar i ty,  the l ine structure
t ion but the text has been

STATE ARCHIVES OF ASSYRIA X

Translations

to render the meaning and tenor of the texts as
readable, contemporary Engl ish. In the interest of
of the or iginals has not been retained in the transla-
rearranged into logically coherent paragraphs where

possible.
Uncertain

additions to
are enclosed
by dots.

Month names are rendered by their  Hebrew equivalents, fol lowed by a
Roman numeral ( in parentheses) indicat ing the plaie of the month withinihe
lunar year.  Personal,  div ine or geographical  names are rendered by Engl ish
or Bibl ical  equivalents i f  a wel l  establ ished equivalent exists (e.g.,-Esar:had-
don, Nineveh);  otherwise, they are given in transcr ipt ion with lensth marks
de le ted .

Critical Apparatus

The primary purpose of the critical apparatus is to support the readings and
translat ions contained in the edit ion, and i t  consists largely of referenies to
col lat ions of quest ionable passages and to paral lels in the omen l i terature.
astrological  reports,  and other let ters which are used for restorat ions. Col la-
tions given in copy at the end of the volume are referred to briefly as "see
col l ."  Col lat ions included in Waterman's RCAE and Ylvisaker 's i rammar
(LSS 5/6) are referred to as "w" and "y" followed by page numb*er, those
done by Finkel and Gel ler are marked "( ILF)" and "(MJG); respect ively.

The critical apparatus does contain some information relevanf to the inter-
pretat ion of the texts,  but i t  is not a commentary. For the convenience of the
reader, the dates of the letters established in LAS II are noted for each text.
usual ly in terms of the Assyrian calendar,  and general ly without just i f icat ion;
i t  is presumed that the reader wi l l  consult  LAS I I  for the Jul ian dates and other
information in case of need. To faci l i tate reference to the commentary in LAS,
the LAS number of each text is systematical ly given in the cr i t ical  apparatus
whenever appropriate. References to studies on individual letters pubtirtt.O
after the appearance of LAS I I  and cross-references to other let teis deal ins
with the same topic are also given, though with no claim to complet"n.rr l
Comments are kept to a minimum, and are mainly devoted to problems in the
text.  The histor ical  and technical  information contained in the texts is sener-
al ly not commented upon, but occasional references to such discussi6ns in
LAS II  are provided.

In this context it is appropriate to set aright an erroneous statement in LAS
II '  p.  382 n'  672, concerning the table for convert ing Assyrian dates into
Jul ian ones (Appendix A 2).  r t  is said rhere thar the taLle fol lows the
conventions of Parker and Dubberstein, Babylonian Chronology, p. 26ff,
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while i t  does not.  I f  the new moon is vis ible for the f i rst  t ime at 7 p.m. on
26th September, then Parker and Dubberstein tell you that the first day of the
month is 27th September (midnight to midnight),  but LAS I I  App. A 2 would
tel l  you that the f i rst  day is 26th September. I  am grateful  to C.B.F. Walker
fo r  b r ing ing  th is  s l ip  to  my no t ice .

Glossary and Indices

The glossary and indices, electronical ly generated, fol low the pattern of
the previous volumes. Note that in contrast to the two basic dict ionaries,
verbal adjectives are for technical reasons listed under the corresponding
verbs, with appropriate cross-references. Scr ibal  glosses are dist inguished
from other glossary entries by "g" appended to the source reference. The
glossary and other indices were prepared pr imari ly by Rai ja Matt i la and
thoroughly checked by the editor.
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NOTES

l F o r a f u l l  d e f i n i t i o n o f t h e s e s c h o l a r l y c r a f t s . w i t h a s u r v e y o f  t h e i r b a s i c t e c h n i c a l l i t e r a t u r e , s e e L A S l l A , p p .
l2- l -5.  For the purposes of the present int roduct ion,  the fo l lowing compact def in i t ions wi l l  suf f ice:

"scr ibes/astro logers" ( tupiarru) :  experts in the ar t  of  interpret ing celest ia l ,  terrestr ia l  and teratological  portents and
the ominous s igni f icance of  days and months;

"haruspices/div iners"  (barA) ' .  experts in the ar t  of  consul t ing the div ine wi l l  and prognost icat ing the future by
ext ispicy and lecanomancy:

"exorc ists/magic ians" (a- ipa):  experts in the ar t  of  manipulat ing supernatural  forces ( inc luding i l lness-causing
demons) by magical  means:

"physic ians" (asr?) :  experts in the ar t  of  cur ing diseases by means of  drugs and other physical  remedies,
" lamentat ion chanters"  (kalr?) :  experts in the ar t  of  soothing angered gods by msans of  e laborate psalms and

lamentat ions.
2 Compare th is roster  of  scholars wi th the enumerat ions of  "wise men of  Babylon" in the book of  Daniel  ( the

contexts are here c i ted in fu l l  in  order to i l lustrate the Si t :  in  Leben of  these enumerat ions):
"Whenever the k ing consul ted them [Daniel  and his companions]  on any matter  cal l ing for  ins ight  and judgment.

he found them ten t imes bet ter  than al l  the magic ians ( l . tar tummint)  and exorcists (a i i t lp int)  in h is whole k ingdom"
( D a n .  l : 2 0 ) ;

"Then the k ing gave orders to summon the magic ians (hurtummim),  exorc ists (a i iapin) ,  sorcerers (mekai iepim\.
and astro logers ( l i t .  Chaldaeans.  kasdim) to te l l  h im what he had dreamt" (2:2) ;

"Daniel  answered in the k ing's presence: 'The secret  about which your majesty inquires no wise man. exorc ist
( .a iepin) .  magic ian (hortumnt in) ,  or  d iv iner (gaier in)  can disc lose to you" (2:27);

" l  
fNebuchadnezzar l  issued an order summoning into my presence al l  the wise men of  Babylon to make known to

me the interpretat ion of the dream. Then the magic ians (hartumaj ja ' ) .  exorc ists ( .a lepaj ja ' ) ,  astro logers (kasdaja ' ) .
and div iners (ga:eraj ja ' )  came in,  and in their  presence I  re lated my dream" (4:4) ;

"He cal led loudly for  the exorc ists ( .a iepaj ja ' ) ,  astro logers (kasdaja ' ) ,  and div iners ( .gazeraj ja ' )  to be brought in;
then,  addressing the wise men of  Babylon,  he said"  (5:7) .

:  See  A fO  l  8  83 :206 f f  ( I g i t uh  Sho r t  Ve rs i on )  and  MSL  12  p .233  (Su l t an tepe  L i s t ) .
a These experts make their  appearance in Assyr ia only as a resul t  of  the conquests of  the Neo-Assyr ian k ings.

Augurs were obtained f rom Syr ia and northwestern Mesopotamia (cf .  ABL 1346, ret 'err ing to augurs f rom Hamat.  and
I r a q 2 0 . p .  1 9 6 , r .  l 4 f f . " l e t t h e k i n g , m y l o r d , w r i t e t o t h e S u b r i a n ( k i n g ) t h a t h e s h o u l d s e n d P N , h i s a u g u r " ) . E g y p t i r n
scholars were f i rs t  imported to Assyr ia by Esarhaddon in 67 I  B.C.;  note that  they are not  ment ioned among the scholars
enumerated in let ter  no.  7 dat ing f rom 672 B.C. The word hurt ib i  is  a d i rect  loan f rom Egypt ian f t r . r ' - tp "magic ian,

scholar ."  No let ters f iom foreign scholars are included in the present volume because no such let ters are extant ;  in
fact ,  i t  is  unl ikely that  these scholars ever wrote any let ters to the k ing (see p.  XXVI) .

s The oral  component.  which const i tuted the theoret ical  core of  the "Wisdom," is  a lmost  tota l ly  lost  but  can
part ia l ly  be reconstructed f ron.r  the few extant  specimens of the esoter ic  lore (e.g. ,  SAA 3 p.92f f ) ,  and a mul t i tude of
random passages in scholar ly  texts,  pr imar i ly  commentar ies and let ters,  using as a guide the paral le l  of  Jewish
Kabbalah;  see.  in more detai l ,  S.  Parpola,  "Mesopotamian Astro logy and Astronomy as Domains of  the Mesopotamran
Wisdom," in H.  Gal ter  ( .ed.) ,  Die Rol le der Astrorutmie in den Kul t t t ren Mesopotamiens (Graz 1993),  p.  47f f .  and
idem. "The Assyr ian Tree of  L i fe:  Tracing the Or ig ins of  Jewish Monotheism and Greek Phi losophy,"  JNES 5 2 (  I  993 )
l6 l f f .  Other t rades and craf ts a lso had their  technical  l i terature (represented by cooking,  perfume-making and
glass-making recipes,  horse-t ra in ing and harp-tuning instruct ions.  and so on),  but  the number of the extant  specimens
is scanty in compar ison wi th the l i terature of the scholar ly  crat is .  Such non-scholar ly  technical  lore was t raced back
to div ine revelat ion and thus also formed part  o l the "Wisdom" (see p.  XVII f ) .

6 Compare Assurbanipal 's  famous account of  h is int roduct ion to the secrets of  Mesopotamian Wisdom (Streck Asb.
252 i  l3-18):  " I  learnt  the craf i  of the sage Adapa, the esoter ic  secret  of the ent i re scr ibal  t radi t ionl  I  observed and
discussed celest ia l  and terrestr ia l  s igns in the meet ings of  scholars.  I  ponder wi th expert  d iv iners the l iver ,  the image
of heavenl  I  can solve cornpl icated mathemat ical  problems lacking solut ion.  I  read sophist icated texts wr i t ten rn
obscure Sumerian and hardly understandable Akkadian;  I  have studied stone inscr ipt ions f rom the t ime belbre the
Flood.  "

7 On the ro le p layed by mathemat ics and interpret ive techniques such as gematr iuh and notar ikon in Mesopotarnian
rnyst ical  phi losophy and textual  exegesis see,  in detai l ,  the ar t ic les referred to in n.  5.

8 Evidence on the existence of  th is doctr ine in Mesopotamia in presented in my art ic le on the "Assyr ian Tree of
Li fe"  in JNES 52 (1993).  The fo l lowing exposi t ion of the Assyr ian royal  ideology is  largely based on th is ar t ic le.
which should be consul ted for  detai ls .

e See JNES 52 1 68f ,  1 76l l  and Figs.  7-9.
r0 Cf.  M. l t le l ,  Kabbalah:  Nev'Perspectrves (New Haven and London 1988),  p.  l70f f .
I  I  See Helge S.  Kvanvig.  The Mesopotamian Background ol  the Enoch Figure (Oslo,  1984),  p.  208f .
r :  S e e  J N E S  5 2  1 6 8  w i t h  n .  3 3 f .
r3 Cf.  W.G. Lambert ,  "Dingir .Si .d ib.ba Incantat ions."  JNES 33 (1914) 267f f  .
r 1  C f .  A .L .  Oppenhe im ,  "A  Baby lon ian  D i v i ne r ' s  Manua l , "  JNES 33  (1914 )  l 97 f f  .
l5  See no.  56 and my comments on th is let ter  in LAS I I  and "Mesopotamian Astro logy" (above,  n.  5) .  p.  53f .  and

comDare Daniel  . { .
r 6  See  W.G .  Lamber t .  JCS  l 6  ( 1962 )  59 f f .
t7 See ib id.  p.  64,  K 22.48: l -4.  The col lect ions ( l is ted r ight  at  the beginning of  the text)  inc lude exorcists '  lore.

chanters '  lore,  the astro logical  omen col lect ion Enimu Anu Enl i l .  the physiognomic omen col lect ions Alandinnt f i  and
Katuduqqf i ,  the diagnost ic  work SakiqqA, the anomaly omen col lect ion.  and the two bi l ingual  Ninurta epics,  Lugale
and Ansimdimma.

t  8 Accordi  ng to the text ,  the Epic of  G i  lg amesh was redacted by the exorcrst  S in- leqe-unn i  nni ,  the Fabl  e of  the
Wil low by the exorc ist  Ur-Nanna, a scholar  of  Babylon.  Of the l . l  scholars f igur ing in the extant  text .  5 are chanters.
1 is  a d iv iner-  and 7 are exorc ists.

t ' r  Cf .  p.  XIX on the heavenly 'ascent '  of  Adapa, and note that  two composi t ions at t r ibuted to Adapa ( [ud.sar an
aen . l i l l . l r i  and  g6 .e .me .en  oen . l i l . l [ r i l )  a re  exp l i c i t l y  asc r i bed  t o  a  v i s i ona ry  expe r i ence  i n  t he  ca ta l ogue .
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NOTES

r0 S.M. Burstein.  The Babyloniaca of  Berossus (SANE l /5,  Mal ibu 1978),  p.  155f .
: t  G i l s .  I  l 5  and  X I  305 .
l 2  E .  F .e i ne r ,  "The  E t i o l og i ca l  My th  o f  t he  Seven  Sages , "  O r .  30  (1961 )  4 :5 -6 .
l 3  E r ra  I  162 .
r4 Cf.  M. ldeI ,  Kabbalah:  Nev'  Perspectrves (New Haven and London 1988).  p.  67f :  " In pr incip le,  the great

:ndeavour of  the myst ic  is  to at ta in the state of  union wi thout ,  nevertheless,  being absorbed and lost  in the div ine
rbyss.  Sinking is  envis ioned here as a per i lous possib i l i ty  inherent  in the uni t ive exper ience."

15 R. Borger,  "Die Beschworungsser ie Brt  meser i  und die Himmelsfahrt  Henochs."  JNES 33 (19'74) 192;  see also
R e i n e r .  O r . 3 0  ( 1 9 6 1 )  3 : 3 0 1 .

16  BaM Bh  2  no .  89 ,  ed i t ed  by  J .  van  D i j k ,  UVB  l 8  ( 1962 )  47 f .
17 H.S. Kvanvig,  Roots of  the Apocal tpt ic .  Volume I :  The Mesopotumian Background of  the Enoc'h Figure (Oslo

. 9 8 4 ) ,  p p .  2 1 0  a n d 2 l 7 .
r s  I b i d .  n .  2 1 0 .
:e In the t radi t ion represented by Bt t  m€se r i  (  B orger.  JNES 3 3 I  93 f  ) .  the name of  Adapa appears in the var i  ant  form

L tuabzu,  where the point  about the "Sea" being the Ocean of  Wisdom is made expl ic i t .
30  See  CAD s . v .  adapu  and  S .A .  P i cch ion i .  I l  Poeme t to  d i  Adapa  (Budapes t  l 98 l ) ,  p . 99 f .
r r  I  consider the t radi t ional  reacJ, ing r id-di  "example" more l ikely than i id-di  "genie" (Picchioni ,  Adapa p.  121).
32 See S.M. Da| ley.  Ml ths f rom Mesopotamia (Oxford 1989),  182f f .
13  See  JNES 52  (  1993 )  l 98 f f .
ra On the technique of  weeping used to achieve v is ionary exper iences in Jewish myst ic ism see Idel ,  Kabbalah

above, n.  10),  pp.  751f .  and my remarks in JNES 52 l95fT.
1 5  S e e . e . g . .  l < J e l . K a b b a l a h  ( a b o v e , n .  l 0 ) , p p . 9 l f f . a n d J N E S 5 2  1 7 3 n . 5 7 a n d l 9 5 n .  1 2 9 f f .
:0 Picchioni ,  Adapa, p.  123:9f f .  Cf .  Idel .  Kabbalah,  p.88f f .
37 See F.A.M. Wiggermann, Mesopotamian Protect ive Splr i rs  (Groningen 1992),  p.  65f f .
38  See  my  d i scuss ion  o f  t he  E tana  My th  i n  JNES 52  (1993 )  l 97 f f .
- r . e  See  W igge rmann .  op .  c i t . ,  p .  15 ,  and  commen ta ry  on  LAS  197  i n  LAS  IL
a0 See J.  Dan. Three Types of  Ancient  Jev ' ish M\ 'st ic ism (Cincinnat i  1984) p.  l5f ,  paraphrasing Se.fer  Hekhulot ,

probably wr i t ten in Babylonia in the f i f th century A.D. or  later .
1 l  See  W igge rmann .  op .  c i t . .  pa : s im .
12  See  Re ine r .  O r .30  (1961 )  4 :5 -6  and  Bo rge r ,  JNES 33  (1974 )  193 .
a3  See  JNES 52  (1993 )  173  n .  56  f o r  t he  T ree  as  t he  image  and  cosm ic  body  o f  God ,  and  i b i d .  187  n .  97  f o r  t he

Assyr ian phrase (gabbi  )  i  /anl  ref 'err ing to God as the sum total  of  " (a l l )  gods."  Marduk is  at tested as the "sum total
of  gods" in the Neo-Babylonian text  CT 24 50.

4 4  N o t e e s p e c i a l l y " l / w e k e e p t h e w a t c h o f  t h e k i n g . " n o s .  1 1 8 r . 8 ,  1 4 3 r . 4 ,  1 6 3 : 5 - 6 ,  1 6 1 : 7 , 1 7 3  r .  1 , 3 3 4 r . 1 1 .
a 5  C f . n o s . 2 9 a n d 3 5 2 . a n d s e e t h e c o m m e n t s o n t h e f o r m e r t e x t i n L A S l l p . 3 3 5 a n d m y r e m a r k s i n " M e s o p o t a m i a n

As t ro l ogy "  ( above .  n .5 ) .  p .  54 f .
+o Akkadian rab ( . l i t . ,  " the greatest")  fo l lowed by the professional  t i t le  in geni t ive.  Aramaic and rabbinical  Hebrew

rab "chief ,  master .  teacher.  rabbi"  are,  despi te Kaufman. AS l9 p.  87,  loans f ' rom the Akkadian word.
a7 See JNES 52 (1993) 168 n.  38 and the l i terature l is ted there.
'18 See the let ters l is ted in the glossary under malaku ancl  mi lku.  especia l ly  those of  Akkul lanu.
4e  C f .  nos .  I  1 . 1 .  151  and  225 .
50 For a detai led discussion of  the subst i tute k ing r i tual  see LAS I I  pp.  XXII-XXXII .
s l  See  LAS  I I ,  App .  N  l .
s2  See  LAS  I l .  Apo .  N  56 .
53 Cf.  nos.  68 and-69.
54 See the commentary unoer LAS l2 in LAS I I .
55 See the commentary under LAS 164 in LAS I I .
56 See LAS I I  p.  XVII f f  and LAS I I  A p.  23f .
57 See, e.g. ,  A.T.  Olmstead. History of  Assrr ia (1923).  p.  347;  W. von Soden. Herrscher im al ten Or ient  (1964).

p.  l25l  B.  Landsberger.  Br iefdes BischoJs von Esagi la an Kdnig Asarhaddon (1965),  p.  1481 R. Labat,  F isther
We l t gesch i ch te . l  (  1967 ) .  p .  81 .

s8 See, for  a warning example,  the commentary on the "dental  d iagnosis"  of  LAS 216 in LAS I I .
5e For a detai led discussion of  such c lusters of  let ters see LAS I I  o.  XI I I l f .
60  C f . ,  e . g . ,  RMA 30  (=  SAA  8  251 )  r . 6 -7 ,  based  on  t he  omen  quo ied  i b i d .  obv .  8 .
ot  Knowledge of  p lanetary and lunar per iods,  understanding of  the var iat ions in lunar veloci ty  and lat i tude etc. l

see commentar ies on LAS , l l .  LAS 42,  LAS 53 and LAS 62-66 in LAS I I ,  and cf .  RMA 155 (= 54a 8 293),  RMA 33
(=SAA 8  387 ) .  RMA 272  (=  544  8  502 )  andespec ia l l y  no .  l l 4  i n  t h i s  vo l ume .

0z  C f .  t he  d i scuss ion  sub  LAS  105  (he re  no .  149 )  i n  LAS  I I .
63 Cf.  J .P.  Br i t ton,  "Scient i f ic  Astronomy in Pre-Seleucid Babylon,"  in H.  Gal ter  (ed.) .  Die Rol le der Astronomie

in den Kul turen Mesoporamiens (Graz I  993 ) ,  p.  6 I  f f .
64 See commentary on LAS 246 in LAS I I .
65 See commentary on LAS , l l  in  LAS I I .
66 Cf.  LAS I I .  App.  Q. and note the astro logical  report  to Sargon ment ioned in ib id. .  App. J,  as wel l  as the remarks

o f  A .L .  Oppenhe im  i n  Cen tau rus  l 4  ( 1969 ) ,  120 f .

XXXV



STATE ARCHIVES OF ASSYRIA X

Abbreviations and Symbols

B iblio g raphic al Abb rev iations

ABB E. Behrens Assyrisch-babylonische Briefe kultischen Inhalts (Leip-
ziger semit ist ische Studien 2l I I ,  Leipzig 1906)

ABL R. F. Harper,  Ass,vr ian and Babylonian Letters (London and Chicago
r892-19r4)

ACh Ch. Virol leaud, I 'astrologie chalddenne (Paris 1907-1912)
ADD C. H. W. Johns, Assyr ian Deeds and Documents (Cambridge 1898-

1923)
AGS J. A. Knudtzon, Assyr ische Gebete an den Sonnengott  (Leipzig 1893)
AHw. W. von Soden, Akkadisches Handwdrterbuch (Wiesbaden 1957-81)
AL F. Del i tzsch ,  Assyr ische Lesest i ickerz (Assyr iologische Bibl iothek 16,

Leipzig l9l2)
AfO Archiv fiir Orientforschung
AS Assyriological  Studies
BaM Bh Baghdader Mit tei lungen, Beihefte
BBEA B. Landsberger, Brief des Bischofs von Esagila an Ki)nig Asarhaddon

(Amsterdam 1965)
BBR H. Zimmern, Beitrc ige zur Kenntnis der babylonischen Rel igion I

(Leipzig 1896),  I I  (Leipzig 1901)
BM tablets in the col lect ions of the Bri t ish Museum
Bu tablets in the col lect ions of the Bri t ish Museum
BWL W. G. Lambert,  Babylonian Wisdom Literature (Oxford 1960)
CAD The Assyrian Dict ionary of the Oriental  Inst i tute of the Universi ty of

Chicago
CBS tablets in the col lect ions of the Universi ty Museum, Phi ladelphia
CRRAI Rencontre assyr iologique internat ionale, comptes rendus
CT Cuneiform Texts from Babylonian Tablets in the Bri t ish Museum
Dalman G. H. Dalman, Aramci isch-neuhebrci isches Wdrterbuch zu Tar?um,

Aram. Wb. Talmud und Midrascft  (Hi ldesheim 1967)
DT tablets in the col lect ions of the Bri t ish Museum
Erra L. Cagni,  L 'Epopea di  Erra (Studi Semit ic i  34, Rome 1969)
Festschri f t  T. Abusch, J.  Huehnergard and Piotr  Steinkel ler (eds.) ,  Lingering

Moran Over Words. Studies in Ancient Near Eastern Literature in Honor of
Wil l iam L. Moran (At lanta 1990)
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Festschri f t  F. Rochberg-Halton (ed.),  Language, Li terature, and History: Phi l -
Reiner ological and Historical Studies Presented to Erica Reiner (American

Oriental  Series 67, New Haven 1987)
Fs. Christian K. Schubert (ed.), Vorderasiatische Studien, Festschrift fi ir Prof. Dr.

Viktor Christian, gew-idment von Kollegen und Schtilern zum 70.
Geburtstag (Wien 1956)

Gi lg.  R.C. Thompson, The Epic of Gi lgamish (Oxford 1930)
HAV Hilprecht Anniversary Volume (Leipzig 1909)
JAOS Journal of  the American Oriental  Society
Jastrow Dict.  M. Jastrow ,  Dict ionar\  of  the Targumim, .  . .  (Brooklyn 1903)
JCS Journal of  Cuneiform Studies
JNES Journal of  Near Eastern Studies
K tablets in the col lect ions of the Bri t ish Museum
KAR E. Ebel ing, Kei lschr i f t texte aus Assur rel ig idsen Inhalts (Leipzig

l 9 l 9 )
Ki tablets in the col lect ions of the Bri t ish Museum
LAS S. Parpola, Letters from Assl,rian Scholars to the Kings Esarhaddon

and Assurbanipal I ,  I I  (Al ter Orient und Altes Testament 5l l -2,
Neuk i rchen-V luyn  1970,  1983)

LAS II  A S. Parpola, Letters. . . ,  Part  I I  A: Introduct ion and Appendixes (Ph.D.
d iss . ,  Un ivers i ty  o f  He ls ink i ,  1911)

Lehmann C. F. Lehmann(-Haupt) Samaiiumukin, Ki)nig von Babylonien 668-
SSmt 648 v.Chr.  (Assyr iologische Bibl iothek 8, Leipzig 1892)

LSS Leipziger semitistische Studien
\{AOG Mit tei lungen der Altor iental ischen Gesel lschaft
\ IUL.APIN H. Hunger and D. Pingree, MUL.APIN. An Astronomical Compen-

dium in Cuneiform (AfO Beiheft 24, Horn 1989)
\ ISL Mater ial ien zum sumerischen Lexikon; Mater ials for the Sumerian

Lex icon
\ .A .B.U.  Nouve l lesAssyr io log iquesBrdvesetUt i l i ta i res
\D f ield numbers of tablets excavated at Nimrud
OLZ Oriental ist ische Li teraturzeitung
Or. Oriental ia.  Nova Series
Payne-Smith J.  Payne Smith (ed.),  A Compendious Sl,r iac Dict ionary (Oxford

l  903)
PBS Universi ty of Pennsylvania, the Museum, Publ icat ions of the Baby-

lonian Sect ion
PSBA Proceedings of the Society of Bibl ical  Archaeology
RA Revue d 'Assyr io log ie
RCAE L. Waterman, Royal Correspondence of the Assyrian Empire I-IY

(Ann Arbor  1930-  1936)
Rm tablets in the col lect ions of the Bri t ish Museum
RMA R. C. Thompson, The Reports of the Magicians and Astrologers of

Nineveh and Babylon I- I I  (London 1900)
Smith S. A. Smith, Die Kei lschri f t texte Assurbanipals I- I I  (Leipzig 1887),

Kei lschri f t -  I I I  (Leipzig 1889)
texte
Assurbanipals

SAA State Archives of Assyr ia
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SAAB State Archives of Assyr ia Bul let in
SANE Sources from the Ancient Near East (Mal ibu)
Sm tablets in the col lect ions of the Bri t ish Museum
Streck Asb M. Streck, AssurbanipalI- I I I  (Vorderasiat ische Bibl iothek T,Leipzrg

l 9  l 6 )
Tal lqvist  K. Tal lqvist ,  Akkadische Gdtterepitheta (Studia Oriental ia 7, Helsin-

Gcjt ter-  k i  1938)
epitheta

UVB Vorliiufiger Bericht iiber die ... Ausgrabungen in Uruk-Warka (Berlin)
VAB Vorderasiatische Bibliothek (Leipzig)
VTE D. J. Wiseman, The Vassal Treaties of Esarhaddon (London 1958)
ZA Zeitschri f t  f t i r  Assyr iologie

W and Y in the critical apparatus (followed by page number) refer to collations in
RCAE and S. Ylvisaker,  Zur babylonischen und assyr ischen Grammatik (LSS 5/6,
Leipzig I 9 12) respectively.
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Ass .
Aram.
Bab.
Syr .
NA
NB
OB
SB
DN
PN

obv.
r . ,  rev.
rs .
S .

co l l .
mng.
unpub.
var.

*

0
.I

( )
( r  \ )

t t  l l
t t
t . . . t

t l
1 . . . . . . 1

-
+

Other Abbreviations and Symbols

Assyr ian
Aramaic
Baby lon ian
Syr iac
Neo-Assyr ian
Neo-Baby lon ian
Old  Baby lon ian
Standard Babylonian
divine name
personal name
edge
obverse
reverse
right s ide
( lef t)  s ide
co l la ted .  co l la t ion
mean lng
unpubl ished
varlant
col lat ion
emendation
uncertain reading
cuneiform divis ion marks
ver t i ca l  word-d iv ider
graphic var iants (see LAS I p.  XX)
u n i n s c r i b e d  s p a c e  o r  n o n e x i s t e n t  s i g n
broken or undeciphered sign
suppl ied word or sign
sign erroneously added by scr ibe
erasure
minor break (one or two missing words)
major break
untranslatable word
untranslatable passage
see a lso
jo ined to
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